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As I sit, penning my first Lettitor in the current calm 
of the OP office, I can’t help but 
wonder, “How on earth did I end 
up here?”
I started at Douglas four 
years ago, enrolling in the Print 
Futures: Professional Writing 
program with the career goal of 
“something to do with writing.” 
Being a wide-eyed 18-year-old, I 
found that my parents were quite 
alright with the nebulousness of 
my aspirations. In keeping with 
those aspirations, it came as little 
surprise that my timid self tip-
toed into the friendly din of Room 
1020 one September Monday. It 
was all I could do to keep myself 
from bolting down the hallway 
with an easy brush-off of, “I’ll go 
next week!”
Our then-opinions editor 
(and current Distribution 
Manager), Jacey Gibb, bounded 
up to me with a, “Hi, I’m Jacey!” 
Unable to make a quiet escape 
now that I’d been noticed, my 
fate was sealed. I started writing 
after a few meetings—nothing 
groundbreaking: Tim Tebow, BC 
Place, and other mostly sport-
related bits and bobs. But each 
tidbit pulled me deeper in: my 
name in print, my awful attempts 
at wordplay, my endless ellipses 
driving my editors insane… I was 
hooked. And those raw writings 
ultimately proved to be enough 
to land me a Staff Writer job a 
month later, a position I would 
hold for two years.
I eventually took on the 
title of Sports Editor when our 
incumbent finally departed 
the hallowed halls of Douglas 
learning. It was the job title young 
Eric had always had in the back 
of his mind while sorting through 
towers of hockey cards and 
brushing turf turd off of caked 
cleats: to write about sports, take 
photos, and get paid for it. And 
so I immersed myself in Douglas 
College athletics, discovering in 
the process how stellar a program 
the school has. In rain, wind, 
raucous gyms, and everything 
in-between, I followed our teams, 
doing my best to provide coverage 
each week as I slowly discovered 
the life of a sports reporter is often 
a less-than-glamourous one. 
I took on Assistant Editor 
last year with some reluctance—
knowing it would likely spell the 
end of both my oodles of free time 
and the Sports section for the time 
being. Despite the gig typically 
being the stepping-stone for 
Editor-in-Chief hopefuls, I never 
seriously entertained the thought 
until sometime in January. Now, 
even though I’ve technically been 
in the position for a month, it still 
hasn’t quite sunk in that I get to be 
the big, bad, boss man. Getting to 
sit at the helm of this crack-team 
of writers and editors is one of the 
greatest feelings I’ve ever had—
and we’ve hardly even begun. 
This talented crew can, has, and 
will continue to work hard week 
in, week out, to bring you articles 
that seek to inform and entertain. 
And they do it well. 
Before this rambling first 
Lettitor finally draws to a merciful 
close, I’d just like to explain my 
signoff: “Danke danke.” I took a 
couple semesters in German one 
year (if you’re reading this, my 
apologies for my awful showing, 
Frau Ebeling) on a lark. My 
father being Irish/English and 
my mother being Chinese, it 
seemed like the logical choice. 
The best way to learn a language 
is to use it as often as possible, 
so, one of the first words I started 
to use incessantly was “danke.” 
My mother once, in a moment of 
Russell-Peters-inspired goodness, 
said it twice in quick succession 
with an accent. The pronunciation 
so amused me that I often use it 
in place of “thanks” to any I’ve 
achieved some level of comfort 
with.
It can be taken sincerely. 
It can be taken with a note of 
humour. Or it can also be seen as 
slightly unconventional. In other 
words, it’s exactly how I view this 
newspaper.
Well, hi there
Lettitor
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  Multiple bus zones no more
  A current election summary and party update
  Pressure to repay student loans intensifies
And more!News
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Mercedes Deutscher, News Editor
                       news@theotherpress.ca
A fierce storm rocked the Greater Vancouver area 
during the weekend of August 28 
to 31, causing power outages to 
almost 50 per cent of BC Hydro 
customers for some duration, as 
well as disruptions in cell phone 
and transit service. The storm 
was the most damaging to hit 
the area since December 2006. 
At its peak on August 29, winds 
reached speeds ranging from 
80–100 kilometres per hour. Many 
of the power outages were caused 
by falling trees and power lines, 
particularly in the Maple Ridge 
and Coquitlam areas. Hundreds of 
trees and fences were uprooted by 
the storm.
At the storm’s peak, over 
400,000 residents of the area were 
simultaneously without power. 
According to a press release by 
BC Hydro, they estimated that 
“710,000, or 50 per cent, of its 1.4 
million customers on Vancouver 
Island and the Lower Mainland 
lost power due to Saturday’s 
windstorm.”
In addition to the vast power 
disruptions, a significant amount 
of debris caused by the upheaval 
led to additional damage. Notably, 
the tent-based area of the Surrey 
Night Market was completely 
destroyed and is now closed until 
next season. Most of the debris, 
particularly the largest and most 
dangerous pieces, was cleared by 
BC Hydro within 48 hours of the 
storm. However, full clearance 
is not likely to be in effect for a 
couple of weeks.
In their press release, the 
company stated: “Crews have 
managed to restore power to more 
than 705,000 customers over a 
span of 72 hours [...] As of 2 p.m. 
on Tuesday, about 3,500 BC Hydro 
customers, primarily in Surrey 
and Coquitlam remain without 
power. Some of these outages are 
new outages within the last 24 
hours.” These outages were mostly 
caused by additional winds and 
rising water levels post-storm 
on September 1. On the night of 
September 2, BC Hydro’s twitter 
account confirmed that there were 
just over 100 customers without 
power remaining. The remaining 
service calls were often the most 
disruptive incidents, requiring 
individual site visits and extensive 
work.
Executive vice-president 
of BC Hydro Distribution and 
Customer Service Greg Reimer 
stated to CBC that the storm 
was the biggest disruption to 
customers since the company’s 
inception. “It’s been a real 
challenge for us—it is probably 
unprecedented in our history in 
terms of customers impacted.” For 
comparison, the December 2006 
storm of similar size left 240,300 
customers without power at its 
peak—almost half of the users 
affected by the weekend storm.
A new semester of classes is underway at Douglas 
College, and it will be the first 
for thousands of new students. 
Several annual events are 
scheduled to take place in the first 
few weeks of September, both to 
acclimatize students to their new 
environment and test necessary 
safety procedures for the school. 
Hundreds of students showed 
up for New Student Orientation, 
which took place on August 18 
and 20 at Coquitlam’s David Lam 
campus, and from August 25 to 27 
at the New Westminster campus. 
All of the orientations taking place 
at New Westminster reached full 
capacity attendance. In addition 
to the regular orientations, 
mature students also received 
an orientation of their own on 
August 20 at David Lam, and on 
August 27 at New Westminster.
The E.D.G.E., formerly known 
as FROSH, will be taking place 
from September 17 to 19. Over 
the course of three days, students 
who register will be invited to 
participate in ice-breakers, team 
challenges, socials, and more. 
Any new students who started 
attending Douglas College in 
Winter, Summer, or Fall 2015 
are welcomed by the Campus 
Life Department to participate. 
Registration for the E.D.G.E. costs 
$10.
Campus lockdown drills 
are scheduled to take place in 
mid-September on a yet to-be-
announced date. In the days 
leading up to the drills, instructors 
and personnel will be informing 
students about what to do during 
the drill and any emergency 
that would require the campus 
to be placed under lockdown, 
depending on where they are 
situated at the time. 
There are several financial 
deadlines that occur through 
September. From September 8 
until September 20, students 
will still have the opportunity 
to receive a 50 per cent 
reimbursement for their tuition 
in the event that they drop out of 
a class. After September 20, no 
refunds will be given. 
September 21 will be the 
next fee payment deadline, 
applicable to courses that were 
added between August 20 and 
September 20. If fees are not paid 
in full by September 21, a student 
will not be de-registered from 
their course; however, they will 
receive a $25 late fee per registered 
course.
There will also be a variety of 
opportunities for students, such 
as several bursaries available from 
September until October.
Although available year 
round, as a note, the Douglas 
Student Union will continue 
providing several services and 
amenities, including free agendas 
for students, computer services, 
spaces for studying and club 
meetings, and the student food 
bank.
 A preview for a new school year at Douglas College
What to expect in Fall 2015
 Storm most power-disruptive in BC history
Fierce winds and rain cause damage, 
outages to Greater Vancouver
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
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After years of delays and problems, TransLink 
has come up with a potential 
solution that may aid in rolling 
out the Compass Card to 
transit users—removing the 
requirement of multiple-zone 
fares across bus networks.
TransLink made the 
announcement on August 7 
that, starting on October 5, 
passengers will only need to pay 
a one-zone fare while travelling 
by bus, even if they cross zone 
boundaries. Multiple zone fares 
will remain in effect for those 
travelling by SkyTrain or by 
SeaBus.
The decision comes after a 
long deliberation about how to 
assess the problems that came 
with the Compass Card’s ability 
to tap out. This process has 
been problematic, as there are 
often delays and miscalculations 
when a passenger taps out while 
exiting a bus. 
 Another issue with the 
tap-out process is the automatic 
reservation of a three-zone fare 
upon tapping into the system. 
Should a passenger forget to tap 
out their card, they would be 
forced to pay a three-zone fare, 
even if they only traveled one 
zone. Even those who remember 
to tap out would currently be 
at risk of unnecessarily paying 
multiple-zone fares, due to an 
eight to 10 per cent margin of 
error when calculating travelled 
distance. 
As well, a loophole in 
tapping out the cards and 
calculating multiple zones 
allows a passenger to tap out 
prematurely, and thus not have 
to pay for multiple zones of 
travel.
These errors have not been 
problematic when traveling via 
SkyTrain.
TransLink hopes that, 
with the new change in the bus 
fare system, they will be able 
to make further progress in 
introducing Compass Cards to 
the general public. As of now, 
the only people who are using 
the Compass Card are post-
secondary students, TransLink 
employees, West Coast Express 
customers, and people with a 
disability.
The change is expected to 
be a temporary one that will 
allow more people to access 
the Compass system while 
TransLink figures out another 
solution to tapping out. It is also 
a change that many passengers 
are happy to see. According to 
an online poll conducted by CBC 
in May, 58 per cent of passengers 
agree that one-zone bus fares 
are a good incentive to join the 
Compass network.
While TransLink will face a 
loss of revenue with the change 
to one-zone bus fares, officials 
hope to slow down the losses 
by keeping multiple-zone fares 
in effect over other TransLink 
networks, like the SkyTrain. 
“If you want to get there 
quickly, you’ll take the train. 
Some will switch if they’ve got 
the time, but it remains to be 
seen how many will do that,” 
TransLink spokesperson Anne 
Drennan explained to the 
Vancouver Sun.
On August 2, Governor General David Johnston 
dissolved Parliament, thus 
beginning the election for 
Canada’s 42nd session of 
Parliament. 
Political leaders were at 
different events across the 
country when the election 
was called. Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper was at Rideau 
Hall in Quebec. The NDP 
Leader, Thomas Mulcair, made 
an opening address from the 
Canadian Museum of Natural 
History, on the border of Ottawa 
and Gatineau. Justin Trudeau 
was in Vancouver as part of the 
city’s Pride Parade, and made 
his opening statements near the 
Olympic Cauldron. Elizabeth 
May of the Green Party made her 
first statements of the election 
from Sidney, BC. 
On August 6, Maclean’s 
hosted the national debate 
that involved the leaders of the 
Conservative, NDP, Liberal, and 
Green parties. 
During the first week of 
the campaigns, both Thomas 
Mulcair and Justin Trudeau 
made it clear that their platforms 
will be based on helping out 
middle-class Canadians; a 
position both parties have held 
since before the election was 
called.
Throughout August, the 
Conservative Party came under 
increased scrutiny due to the 
ongoing senate scandal and trial 
of Mike Duffy, particularly about 
whether or not Harper was aware 
of Nigel Wright paying Duffy’s 
ineligible expenses. 
Harper claimed that he was 
under the impression that all of 
the expenses would be paid by 
Duffy himself. However, a series 
of emails exchanged between 
Wright and Benjamin Perrin, the 
Prime Minister’s legal counsel, 
suggest otherwise. As reported 
by CBC, regarding Wright paying 
off the expenses, he wrote, “We 
are  good to go from the PM.”
Premiers of several 
provinces have started to 
become increasingly involved 
in the election. Harper 
exchanged some heated words 
with Alberta’s NDP Premier, 
Rachel Notley, calling her 
government “a disaster.” Harper 
also had some comments for 
Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall 
saying that Wall should be more 
concerned about whether or not 
the NDP wins in Saskatchewan 
ridings. Tensions are assumed 
to be heated between Mulcair 
and Manitoba Premier Greg 
Selinger, after Selinger did not 
attend Mulcair’s Winnipeg 
rally. This is most likely due to 
Selinger’s sinking popularity in 
the province.
 Weeks one to five of the 2015 Canadian Federal Election
 TransLink announces that one-zone fare will apply for bus passengers
A current election summary and party update
Multiple bus zones no more
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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British Columbians struggling to find the motivation to 
make healthy choices may 
finally have that extra push. A 
jointly funded federal-provincial 
program is seeking to entice users 
via a method more commonly 
employed by companies such 
as Canadian Tire and Shoppers 
Drug Mart: loyalty points.
“Carrot Rewards” is an app 
currently in development that 
will be released sometime this 
fall. The federal government 
has sunk $5 million into the 
program, while BC has put in 
an additional $2.5 million. The 
Heart and Stroke Foundation, the 
Canadian Diabetes Association, 
YMCA Canada, and the for-
profit partner—Social Change 
Rewards—are also involved.
While it still has not quite 
been decided how users will 
earn points, early indicators have 
suggested completing health 
quizzes and trying new recipes, 
along with typical app incentives 
such as signing up and getting 
friends to do likewise. The 
rewards themselves are also still 
in the works.
“This is a little bit more in 
terms of nudging people forward 
by giving them a reward for doing 
the right thing,” said Health 
Minister Terry Lake. 
But do Canadians really care 
about such programs?
A survey released by 
Colloquy in 2013 reported 
that 90 per cent of Canadians 
belonged to a loyalty program. 
Adding to matters, there were 
over 120 million memberships 
in Canada—over three times the 
population—which extrapolates 
to just over eight memberships 
per household. 
He also noted that he had 
“some degree of skepticism,” 
but stated, “I thought we should 
invest in it because if we didn’t, 
it would be a missed opportunity 
to do something that we really 
haven’t done on a broad scale 
before.”
Lake is not the only one 
who has some doubts about 
the program though. Professor 
Trevor Hancock of the University 
of Victoria has also seen some 
issues. “I would say that before 
you start this kind of program 
you should look carefully at all 
the ways in which public policy 
and also private-sector policy 
makes unhealthy choices easy, 
and eliminate them.
“As a society we need to 
be looking at what it is we are 
doing that shapes peoples’ 
choices through environmental 
and social and economic and 
commercial factors that lead 
them to make unhealthy choices 
in the first place.”
The data collection on 
users is also a concern, though 
Lake has said that he has “been 
assured the data will not be used 
inappropriately.”
Of course that isn’t to say 
that the data won’t be useful, as 
Dr. Kendall Ho, head of UBC’s 
eHealth Strategy Office, noted, 
“I would be disappointed if there 
is no evaluation or research 
component to it.
“It will be really interesting 
over time to see how many people 
benefit from this program not 
only in behavioural change, but 
also improvements in health 
outcomes.”
With fall almost upon us, 
and initial usage capped at two 
million, health- and free-stuff-
crazed British Columbians 
should keep an eye out for 
Carrot’s rollout.
No stick?
 ‘Carrot Rewards’ to encourage healthy BC lifestyles
Eric Wilkins
Editor-in-Chief
 editor@theotherpress.ca
The election writs are being signed, sealed, and delivered 
to all of Canada’s 338 ridings, 
and Chief Electoral Officer Marc 
Mayrand says there’s a lot of 
interest already at such an early 
point in the campaign.
“If you asked me before 
whether in the first week of 
August we’d see 13,000 Canadians 
registered for the first time for an 
election, I would not have bet on 
that,” Mayrand told iPolitics in an 
article on August 14.
“It is a sign out there people 
are paying attention. We had an 
average number of calls of 15,000 
per day this election. And being 
so early in the process, that is 
somewhat unusual, but it points 
out people are paying attention.”
In fact, 13 people have already 
voted, something he says few 
Canadians are aware they can 
do right now if they’ve already 
made their minds up. While the 
overall trend in turnout has been 
downward, he says it’s still up in 
the air how that will play out this 
year.
Many critics have raised 
concerns over how changes to 
the Elections Act that affect the 
ease of voting will in turn affect 
participation.
“We’re set up to service 
26 million Canadians. If only 
15 show up, it’s always a bit of 
a disappointment, but that’s a 
decision for voters to take and 
for civil society to mobilize and 
be engaged and take part in the 
democratic life of the country.”
Mayrand says preparing for 
this election, Canada’s first with 
a fixed election date, has been 
like starting from scratch. There 
are 30 new ridings, but the riding 
redistribution affected almost all 
of them.
“For a normal election we 
produce 5,000 maps down to the 
local level. So these all have to be 
redone to reflect the changes in 
redistribution. It takes the better 
part of a year, a year and a half 
almost, to redo all the polls across 
the country.”
Elections Canada now has 
about 68,000 polls in roughly 
18,000 locations—and Mayrand 
says each poll was inspected 
individually for accessibility.
They also need to raise an 
army to orchestrate it all. Elections 
Canada only staffs about 350 
people during the normal year, 
but needs to staff up nearly double 
that, and then find 250,000 
temporary workers—roughly the 
size of the whole public service—
for just a few days.
For all those who make fun of 
election-speculation news stories, 
Elections Canada follows them 
just as closely as everyone else in 
the Ottawa bubble, adding to the 
complexity of preparing for an 
election which had a fixed date, 
but no fixed start.
“There was speculation in 
the spring, so we were ready to 
go on March 1. Then we had to 
stand down, because it’s costly 
to remain at the highest level of 
readiness and set out our next date 
for September 1. The election was 
called on August 2, so we of course 
had to accelerate our plans.”
The focus right now for 
Elections Canada is setting 
up to administer the election, 
sending some 80 trucks out to 
deliver 3,000 tonnes of election 
material to all of Canada’s ridings. 
Afterward, Mayrand plans to 
prepare a report on Canada’s first 
fixed-date election, noting rules 
that might need to be adjusted.
“The fact that we had a 
fixed date allowed everyone, in 
principle, to better plan. It seems 
to have been noted by third 
parties, political parties, so we 
need to see if anything out there 
has impacted the level playing 
field or not. I think it’s a bit early, 
we need to let the election play 
through.”
 Election’s new fixed-date feature anticipated to be a game-
changer
Chief Electoral Officer sees early 
signs of heightened voter interest
Kyle Duggan
The Fulcrum
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A red panda, named Rakesh, died of a fungal infection 
while being quarantined in 
the Greater Vancouver Zoo in 
August. The animal’s death 
comes only two months after 
being transferred, along with his 
brother, to Vancouver from the 
Assiniboine Zoo in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba.
Veterinarians at the Greater 
Vancouver Zoo found that 
Rakesh died from a fungal 
infection called pulmonary 
blastomycosis. The infection 
manifests itself in soil, wood, 
leaves, and other organic matter. 
The veterinarians believe 
that Rakesh contracted the 
infection from Winnipeg before 
being transferred to Vancouver, 
as animals under quarantine at 
the Vancouver Zoo are placed in 
a sterile, soil-free environment. 
Signs of the infection went 
undetected within Rakesh.
“This infection can lie 
dormant for up to six years in an 
animal,” said Jody Henderson, 
the zoo’s general manager, to 
CBC. “So it’s not something 
that’s easily detectable.”
As a precaution, Rakesh’s 
brother, Arun, is being treated 
for the infection.
The zoo has since received 
some negative attention with 
many animal activists protesting 
outside of the zoo on August 30. 
Members of the Vancouver 
Humane Society were quick to 
comment on the situation, such 
as spokesperson Peter Fricker. 
Fricker voiced to the CBC that 
unless there is a matter of urgent 
conservation, animals should 
not be kept in captivity.
“What we’re seeing 
currently is that zoos are doing 
relatively little conservation 
work,” Fricker said. “And as far 
as we’re concerned, they’re still 
primarily about putting animals 
on display for profit.”
Animal welfare has been 
a concern to conservation and 
humane societies for years. 
There have been several other 
notable cases at the Vancouver 
Zoo with regard to the 
conditions that the animals are 
being kept in. More recently, 
a Siberian tiger unexpectedly 
died in 2014 after sudden 
heart failure. Three giraffes 
died between 2011 and 2012, 
supposedly due to the climate. 
Four zebras passed away in 2009 
after the introduction of Cape 
buffalo in their habitat. As to 
enclosure conditions, the zoo 
came under fire in 2006 due to 
hippopotamus being housed in a 
pen that was too small.
Not only have the living 
conditions of the animals come 
under scrutiny, but the zoo’s 
security levels as well. In the 
midst of the storm that occurred 
in Metro Vancouver on August 
29, there was a security breach 
which allowed a grizzly bear, 
among other animals, to escape 
their pens. All visitors at the zoo 
were placed under lockdown for 
three hours before the area was 
cleared for visitors to evacuate 
the zoo.
The Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) is expected to place 
increasing pressure on students 
who have taken out student 
loans, according to some letters 
exchanged between the CRA 
and Employment and Social 
Development Canada (ESDC) 
that were revealed by the 
Canadian Press. Such efforts 
may result in the CRA being 
able to directly contact those 
who have taken out student 
loans.
The Canadian government 
is required to write off millions 
in owing student debt each 
year. In the 2012-13 fiscal year, 
the government wrote off over 
$300 million in uncollected 
student debt dues to a variety 
of reasons; 90 per cent of cases 
were due to an inability to 
contact borrowers within a six-
year legal limit on collection, as 
well as reasons of bankruptcy. 
The efforts of the CRA to collect 
overdue loans had proven to 
be costly and time consuming 
due to the agency having 
outdated contact information 
and being unable to request 
said information from other 
agencies due to privacy laws.
Ian Shugart, then-deputy 
minister at the ESDC, wrote 
a letter in October 2014 to his 
counterpart at the CRA saying 
that the Conservative party 
had requested the ESDC to 
“improve recoveries and reduce 
the write-off ” of student debts, 
as revealed by the Canadian 
Press. Shugart used the letter 
to request the assistance of 
the CRA and to, “reassure my 
minister that all reasonable 
efforts are being made to 
increase recoveries and reduce 
(loan) write-off amounts.”
Since then, the CRA and 
ESDC have been exchanging 
information, including 
personal contact information 
of borrowers, in order to aid 
with the collection of student 
loans. According to ESDC 
spokesperson Marie-France 
Faucher, this exchange of 
information will allow for the 
ESDC to take more drastic 
action towards collection.
The new relationship 
formed between the CRA 
and ESDC has been received 
critically by the Canadian 
Federation of Students, with 
Bilan Arte, national chairperson 
for the Canadian Federation 
of Students, suggesting to 
the Canadian Press that the 
“government […] is more 
concerned about the public 
image […] rather than the 
reality that perhaps these 
numbers are indicative of a 
pretty big crisis that needs 
immediate address.”
In relation to the increasing 
student debt problem, CIBC 
released a poll that suggests 
an increasing amount of 
concern from students in 
regards to educational and 
post-graduation finances. The 
poll finds that 37 per cent of 
students are concerned about 
finding a job with a stable, 
decent salary. Another 27 per 
cent of those students worry 
about being able to balance 
both tuition payments and 
living expenses simultaneously, 
and 21 per cent are stressed 
about being able to pay off their 
student loans upon graduation.
 Canada Revenue Agency to increase collection efforts
Pressure to repay student loans intensifies
 Animal’s death among one of many controversies surrounding zoo
Death of red panda at Vancouver Zoo sparks protests
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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  Explore a different side of cinema
  Sherlock Holmes faces facts
 Geekenders present spot-on impressions
      and parodies in ‘Not the Bees!’
And more!Arts
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The Vancouver Latin American Film Festival 
(VLAFF) is known for bringing 
the best and most unique of 
Latin American cinema to 
audiences in our part of the 
world. Now in its 13th year, 
the festival will be screening 
films across Vancouver until 
September 13.
This year’s festival looks 
to be as brilliant as previous 
years, with a distinctive mix of 
festival charmers, movie debuts, 
and reel classics. These include 
the crime thrillers El Patrón, 
Anatomy of a Crime; A Wolf at 
the Door; and To Kill a Man; the 
youth dramas Los Hongos and 
Seashore; the ensemble studies 
La Salada, Natural Philosophy of 
Love, and A Moonless Night; and 
the documentaries The Madness 
Among Us, Hotel Nueva Isla, The 
Pawn, Daughter of the Lake, and 
Eyes Wide Open.
With these films, 
you can expect to see 
familiar Latin American 
film traits, such as natural 
locations, unconventional 
cinematography, and dual-level 
themes—one that touches on 
the political, historical, and 
economic realities of the region, 
and another that explores 
human existence, its virtues 
and vices.
Two of the films feature 
world-recognised stars: Gael 
García Bernal and Alice Braga 
in the Mesopotamian Western 
El Ardor, and Geraldine Chaplin 
in the drama Sand Dollars.
Mexico is the featured 
country at this year’s VLAFF, 
which includes a retrospective 
on Juan Antonio de la Riva, one 
of the few Mexican directors 
who continued working during 
a low period in the country’s 
cinema. He is also serving as a 
festival judge this year. Latin 
America-oriented Canadian 
movies, indigenous movies from 
BC and Mexico, plus the usual 
short film competition and 
Youth Jury round up this year’s 
VLAFF.
Festivals on Latin American 
cinema help expose audiences 
to perspectives and experiences 
they might not know any other 
way. The varied and multiple 
genres, stories, and outlooks in 
these movies enable us to see 
a different corner of the world 
on its own terms, and through 
it a different perception of the 
whole world.
Explore a different 
side of cinema
 Vancouver Latin American Film Festival celebrates 13th year
Idrian Burgos
Senior Columnist
Douglas College has taken part in the Vancouver 
Latin American Film 
Festival (VLAFF) since 2011, 
hosting Latin American f ilm 
screenings and international 
guest speakers at the New 
Westminster campus as 
part of the festival. But this 
year the college welcomes 
f ilms and speakers from a 
travelling Colombian f ilm 
festival, Festival Itinerante 
De Artes Audiovisuales 
Colombianas (FIDAAC), 
which is running in 
conjunction with the 13th 
annual VLAFF.
“Our festival wants to 
show the growing up of the 
cinematographic industry 
in Colombia,” said Aurélie 
Carmouze, one of the festival 
directors. “To show another 
image than what people have 
about Colombia.”
There are two f ilm 
screening events at Douglas 
College this year. The f irst 
screening on September 
9 will be held in the New 
Westminster concourse 
at 7 p.m., featuring a 
documentary on peace-
making in Colombia titled 
Pacif ista! and a series of one-
minute f ilms made by young 
Colombians titled Antioquia 
and Medellín in 1 Minute. 
The second screening on 
September 14 will take place 
in Room 1614 at the New 
Westminster campus at 2:30 
p.m., featuring a collection of 
Colombian short f ilms titled 
Protective Environments and 
a 1977 pseudo-documentary 
about Colombia titled The 
Vampires of Poverty.
“Pacif ista! is a 
documentary that says, 
‘Hey look! This man is 
working for peace. This 
community is working for 
peace. This family is working 
for peace. Peace is on the 
way,’” Carmouze said. “It’s 
something really positive 
and we are really proud to 
have this screening here in 
Douglas College.”
Another highlight 
from the screenings is the 
one-minute f ilms that are 
made by young Colombians 
including students, showing 
the world as they see it. 
Carmouze explained that it 
will show Douglas College 
students a new view of 
Colombia and allow them to 
see what kinds of projects 
students their age are 
creating in another country.
The festival ’s directors, 
Carmouze and Jorge Parra of 
Colombia, will be attending 
the Douglas College 
screenings to offer insight 
on the f ilms and to answer 
questions from the audience.
“The objective of our 
festival is to make an 
exchange, to make a dialogue 
with students from Douglas 
College, and to speak about 
Colombia’s situation and 
compare it with here,” 
Carmouze said.
FIDAAC will also 
be screening f ilms 
across Vancouver at The 
Cinematheque and Vancouver 
Public Library Central 
Branch. Among these f ilms 
are Buenaventura Boys, 
about three teenaged friends 
pursuing a musical career, 
and Good People (Gente de 
bien), about a 10-year-old 
boy who goes to live with his 
estranged father.
Along with f ilms, 
the festival includes two 
photography exhibitions at 
the James Black Gallery in 
Vancouver: Assita by Daniel 
González and Todos Somos 
Buenos (Everyone is Good) by 
José Alejandro González.
Todos Somos Buenos 
features photographs from 
José’s web series of the 
same name in which he 
documented his journey 
from New York to Bogotá and 
the people he met along the 
way. The web series will be 
screening on September 12 
at 7 p.m. at the James Black 
Gallery.
FIDAAC will run until 
September 14 with screenings 
and events across the Lower 
Mainland.
For more information, 
check out the festival ’s 
website at FIDAAC-Festival.
com.
 Travelling film festival comes to Douglas College
Explore Colombian 
culture through the 
eyes of its citizens
Cheryl Minns
Arts Editor
 arts
@theotherpress.ca
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In an era where streaming and MP3 sales of single tracks and EPs account 
for most music earnings, the album 
concept—a large compilation of songs 
with shared sound and/or themes—has 
been abandoned to an extent. However, 
albums continue to rise on the charts and 
sell well both in digital and physical form. 
This summer saw music of all genres 
bought by consumers of all ages, leading 
to what some may argue is a revival of the 
album medium. Now, let’s break down a 
few of the biggest-selling albums of 2015.
Compton by Dr. Dre
Successful rapper, producer, and 
media mogul Dr. Dre follows up his last 
studio album 2001 with Compton, his first 
album in 16 years. Subtitled A Soundtrack, 
the album was inspired by and recorded 
during the filming of the hit movie 
Straight Outta Compton, a biographical 
film focusing on Dre’s former rap group 
N.W.A. This album is very collaborative 
in nature, featuring some of the biggest 
names in rap, including Eminem, Snoop 
Dogg, and Kendrick Lamar. Compton has 
hit number one on the Billboard Charts 
for many countries, including Canada, 
the US, the UK, and Australia, making it 
arguably the biggest album of the year. 
Dr. Dre has reclaimed the rap game in 
what may likely be his final release. 
E•MO•TION by Carly Rae Jepsen
British Columbia’s very own Carly 
Rae Jepsen is back with her third studio 
album, featuring her hit singles “I Really 
Like You” and “Run Away With Me.” After 
a brief stint on Broadway following her 
ultra-successful pop hit “Call Me Maybe,” 
Carly’s new release has been critically 
acclaimed as even better than her last 
album, Kiss. Practically every single one 
of the 12 tracks is catchy and euphoric, 
and the album features an ‘80s influence 
that many of today’s pop artists could 
only dream of. Carly’s back and we really, 
really, really, really like her.
Kill the Lights by Luke Bryan
No matter the changing tastes on the 
radio, all-country stations and dedicated 
fan bases—particularly in southern and 
rural areas—ensure there will always be 
a market for the country genre. What 
matters is that country artists stand 
out, and Luke Bryan has proven himself 
once again with his August release Kill 
the Lights. Exciting and upbeat tracks 
like the lead single “Kick the Dust Up,” 
combined with Luke’s rugged good looks 
and charm, have made this bro-country 
record one of the biggest sellers of 2015. 
Whether in a bar, NASCAR race, or 
simply a party in a cornfield, every track 
on Kill the Lights will have the folks 
dancing and the beer flowing.
Beneath the Skin by Of Monsters 
and Men
Emerging from the small country 
of Iceland almost overnight and landing 
on alternative radio stations and movie 
soundtracks everywhere, Of Monsters 
and Men are back for their second studio 
album. Beneath the Skin takes the band 
in an exciting new musical direction, 
slightly more mellow and complex than 
their previous release, My Head Is an 
Animal. Their latest album has led to even 
more radio singles for the group, and 
every song on it features its own merit 
and beauty. Of Monsters and Men have 
toured consistently worldwide since their 
2011 debut album, and this new release 
only leads to more anticipation for their 
next tour and album.
Hottest albums of the summer
 Carly and Compton climb the charts
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Crossovers can be weird and fun—just ask any 
sitcom from the ‘90s. They are 
particularly entertaining when 
you start to tread in the realms 
of crossing groups that alone 
could sustain the theme of a 
whole movie, such as zombie 
pirates, alien robots, or even 
dinosaur ninjas.
Smash Up, designed by 
Paul Peterson and published 
by Alderac Entertainment 
Group (AEG) in 2012, is an area 
control card game for two to 
four players. Players choose two 
different factions to make up 
their hand, and then play action 
and minion cards on various 
bases. Once a base reaches a 
certain power level, it is scored 
and players gain points based 
on how much power was on that 
base. The first player to reach 15 
points wins.
Even though the tongue was 
firmly planted in cheek with the 
design and writing of this game, 
the humour of it by no means 
diminishes the strategy. Like 
many point-based games, there 
are many ways to win other than 
overpowering your opponents. 
Your gameplay is very much 
affected by which factions you 
choose. Wizards draw cards and 
play actions, Robots upgrade and 
multiply, Zombies come back 
from the dead, Pirates move 
around from base to base, and 
so on.
The game does have a 
few things working against 
it. The multitude of cards 
means gameplay can halt while 
people try to understand what 
their cards do. The number 
of modifiers and base scoring 
requires some math, which can 
be difficult to keep track of. I 
suggest grabbing some counters 
to keep track of flexing power 
levels and victory points.
Smash Up is definitely for 
those who like to play “what if...” 
games. There is enough strategy 
to keep serious gamers invested 
and enough humour for casual 
gamers to have a blast. The four-
player limit may keep Smash Up 
as a game among tight friends or 
as a sideline in bigger groups.
Chairman of the Board: Crossover
 ‘Smash Up’ game review
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
 illustrator
@theotherpress.ca
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Ever since Sir Arthur Conan Doyle published A Study 
In Scarlet in 1887, each next 
generation has reinvented the 
famous Sherlock Holmes to fit 
its time. He’s been a spy hunter 
in Basil Rathbone films like The 
Spider Woman, a self-parody 
in The Private Life of Sherlock 
Holmes or Without a Clue, a 
Hollywood action star played by 
Robert Downey Jr. and a Tumblr 
icon thanks to BBC’s Sherlock.  
One wonders where else to go 
from there, but somehow, Bill 
Condon’s Mr. Holmes offers an 
entirely new vision of the eternal 
sleuth: a 93-year-old Holmes 
(played by Sir Ian McKellen)—
that of a mere mortal.
Though newcomers 
may be put off, the premise 
should intrigue Holmes fans 
at once. This time, rather 
than confronting the devious 
Professor Moriarty, Holmes 
must face a foe more devilish 
than any he has come up against 
before: mortality. He has been 
retired for years, keeping to the 
company of his bees instead of 
people. As the end approaches, 
he grows senile, struggling to 
remember the details of his final 
case, hoping to share its true 
account before he dies.
Holmes forms a bond 
with Roger (Milo Parker), his 
housekeeper’s son. The boy is 
precocious, and a great fan of 
Holmes’ work. He endeavors 
to help his idol write that final 
story. His mother (Laura Linney) 
knows Holmes’ end is near and 
wants to protect her son from 
that loss, but it is also her duty 
to care for the aged detective. 
This dynamic could easily 
have become melodramatic, 
but the actors understate their 
performances just enough to 
make the pseudo-family conflict 
real and affecting without 
feeling forced.
The wise child archetype 
is well worn, but young Parker 
manages to define the role well 
beyond being just a kid sidekick 
for Holmes. He holds his own on 
screen with McKellen, which is 
an incredible achievement for 
any child actor. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if Parker looks back on 
Mr. Holmes as his big break 10 
years from now.
Fans may recognize the 
film’s premise from Mitch 
Cullin’s novel A Slight Trick of 
the Mind, in which the infirm 
Holmes intermittently flashes 
back to the events of his last 
case. The film keeps this 
narrative approach. Normally 
I dislike films that jump back 
and forth across time, but this 
one feels appropriate due to its 
tight focus on the small cast 
and plausible thematic reasons 
for each flashback. It also works 
because of Holmes’ senility: we 
get the backstory in fits because 
that’s how he remembers it. It 
puts the audience in his head, so 
to speak.
This movie’s tagline is “The 
Man Beyond the Myth,” and 
this Holmes is appropriately a 
celebrity in hiding. In this film, 
he’s every bit the cultural icon he 
is in real-life UK culture, thanks 
to the dramatic embellishments 
provided in Dr. Watson’s 
publications. Holmes’ distaste 
for the deerstalker cap, which he 
never wore in the novels, is one 
of the many gags Holmes fans 
will enjoy. There’s a particularly 
entertaining scene where an 
incognito Holmes watches a 
film adaptation of his final 
case, cringing at each artistic 
liberty taken. The fictionalized 
Holmes is played by Nicholas 
Rowe, which is a sly treat since 
he once played the detective in 
Barry Levinson’s Young Sherlock 
Holmes.
McKellen plays Holmes 
at three different ages and 
his attention to detail shines 
through all the subtle tweaks 
from one time to the next. 
The stately Holmes of middle 
age and the infirm wreck are 
immediately recognizable as 
the same person, yet their 
movements alone convey much 
history.
This film is not a traditional 
Holmes story. It’s not really 
even a mystery. It’s an indie-
flick meditation on the 
conflict between fantasy and 
reality, between pure logic 
and emotional intelligence. It 
feels like it was made mostly—
perhaps only—to showcase 
McKellen, but I don’t have a 
problem with that.
Folks other than Holmes 
fans may not enjoy the film’s 
premise as much, but the 
performances are well worth the 
price of admission.
Sherlock Holmes faces facts
 ‘Mr. Holmes’ movie review
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
If you’re an avid consumer of comics, there are a few 
quintessential titles that you 
should know. Bone, an adorable, 
sight-gag-centric comedy, 
featuring a rather poignant 
commentary on social power 
dynamics, is one of them. But 
don’t be intimidated if all you 
want is a quick laugh, since 
Bone is an easy read, and 
probably one of the easiest reads 
I have ever undertaken.
Written and drawn by 
Jeff Smith, Bone follows the 
adventures of three oddly 
shaped little creatures that 
have been outcast from their 
home and forced to settle in 
a strange valley. The valley 
itself plays host to a plethora 
of fantasy and sci-fi character 
staples, including a dragon, 
giant insects, and carnivorous 
monsters. 
Originally printed in the 
early ’90s, Out From Boneville 
is the first in a nine-volume 
series. The complete work is 
available in a single publication, 
but it’s a little hefty, clocking 
in at over 1300 pages. If you’d 
prefer something a little more 
portable, Scholastic published a 
remastered edition that is full-
colour.
Art-wise, Bone is highly 
reminiscent of Charles Schulz’s 
Peanuts in its simplistic 
character design. However, it 
differs from Schulz’s work by 
incorporating highly detailed 
backgrounds. This effectively 
places the reader’s focus on 
the characters themselves. 
Stylistically, it is a popular tool 
in the world of animation, as can 
be seen from examples such as 
The Secret of NIMH.
Though all versions of 
Bone are amazing, I would 
recommend picking up the full-
colour editions. Not only are 
they beautiful, but they take 
this unique aesthetic to the next 
level.
I would definitely recommend 
checking out this series, even 
if you’re not usually one for 
comedies. Bone transcends 
genre to become a classic 
piece of fun literature. 
Comic Corner: A tingle in the funny bone
 ‘Bone: Out From Boneville’ review
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
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To talk about Ciaphas Cain, Sandy Mitchell’s 
questionably heroic commissar, 
I need to start by talking about 
Warhammer 40,000. Games 
Workshop’s sci-fi setting has 
long been one of my favourites, 
and Cain may well be the best 
character in it. 40,000 years 
from now in the Grim Darkness 
of the Far Future, humanity 
is embroiled in a galaxy-wide 
war for survival against the 
forces of Chaos and the Alien. 
The monolithic institutions of 
the Empire of Man are huge, 
unwieldy, and bureaucratic, 
and the Imperium of Man is in 
constant danger of falling apart 
at its own hands, or the hands of 
its enemies. 
The first line of defence 
against the threat from 
outside is the Imperial Guard, 
vast armies tithed from the 
Imperium’s worlds. Their 
morale officers are commissars, 
tasked with ensuring the men 
and women of the Guard don’t 
break and run at the first sight 
of the galaxy’s horrors. Enter 
Cain, a commissar who would 
like nothing more than to break 
and run at the first sight of the 
galaxy’s horrors. The problem 
is that everyone else thinks he’s 
a hero, so running away would 
damage his reputation.
Most of the series is, by now, 
collected into omnibus editions. 
The first of these is Hero of the 
Imperium, covering three books, 
each of which is preceded by 
a short story selected to lead 
into that book. The first of 
these is also the very first Cain 
story, detailing the point at 
which his reputation started to 
gather momentum, and how the 
immensely useful and entirely 
unimaginative Gunner Jurgen 
came to be his aide. The first 
book is For the Emperor, which 
introduces the regiment Cain 
will be attached to for most of 
the other books, as well as the 
Imperial Inquisitor who shows 
up on occasion to make his life 
interesting and complicated. 
By far the best part of the 
books is the narrative style. The 
books are written from Cain’s 
perspective, with occasional 
interjections from Inquisitor 
Amberley in the form of 
footnotes or appended chapters. 
Cain’s voice is dry and witty, 
and the first-person perspective 
offers much-needed insight into 
the disconnect between what 
the commissar is thinking, 
and what he actually does. The 
concept wouldn’t work nearly 
as well if you only saw Cain’s 
actions without hearing his 
thoughts.
Of course, the series does 
have a few problems. Each book 
is largely self-contained—which 
is great for people just starting 
with the books—but it means 
that there’s a fair bit of recycled 
description as the major 
characters are re-introduced at 
the beginning each time. The 
author has a habit of ending 
chapters with lines in the vein 
of “If I only knew what would 
happen next...” which can be 
a little grating after a while. 
A very small number of the 
situations Cain finds himself 
in are resolved in improbably 
fortuitous ways.
However, these are still 
some of the best Warhammer 
40,000 books out there, and they 
serve as a great introduction to 
the setting.
A couple of the later books 
have connecting plotlines, 
so I recommend starting at 
the beginning. The omnibus 
editions aren’t expensive, but 
they might be a little difficult 
to track down outside of the 
Black Library’s official website. 
If you can find them, I strongly 
recommend picking them up. It 
helps if you’re already a fan of 
Warhammer 40,000, but if you 
aren’t, Ciaphas Cain might just 
make you into one.
“Yet the lies that Melkor, the mighty and accursed, 
Morgoth Bauglir, the Power of 
Terror and of Hate, sowed in 
the hearts of Elves and Men 
are a seed that does not die and 
cannot be destroyed; and ever 
and anon it sprouts anew, and 
will bear dark fruit even unto the 
latest days.”
J. R. R. Tolkien, the creative 
mind behind titles such as 
The Lord of the Rings and The 
Hobbit, delved deeper into the 
fantastical world of Middle-
earth in The Silmarillion, a book 
he wrote intermittently from 
as early as 1917. Even unto his 
death in 1973, the book was 
considered unfinished because 
Tolkien was a perfectionist. 
But while The Silmarillion was 
a life’s work, it doesn’t quite 
compare to the classic The Lord 
of the Rings.
In scope, it far surpasses 
its predecessor. From the 
creation of the universe all 
the way to the events leading 
directly to The Lord of the 
Rings, The Silmarillion is a 
tale of millennia with many 
characters and names. There 
are in fact hundreds of names, 
many of them foreign and 
used frequently without 
definition, which will alienate 
some readers. This makes The 
Silmarillion less accessible 
than his more popular works. 
Fortunately, there is an index of 
names at the back of the book 
for reference. However, after 
reading the first 50 pages or 
so, the important names will 
be learned and the index will 
become less necessary from 
then on.
The story itself is similar in 
spirit to The Lord of the Rings, 
but different in structure. 
The Silmarillion is a history of 
Middle-earth, so it is not one 
story but many. The main focus 
is on the ongoing struggle for 
the possession of the Silmarilli: 
three perfect jewels of powerful 
magic. The Silmarilli were 
crafted by the elves, but coveted 
by the first Dark Lord, Morgoth, 
and so sparked many wars.
The Silmarillion is not as 
good as The Lord of the Rings, 
but that’s not saying much 
since The Lord of Rings is a 
masterpiece. Nonetheless, The 
Silmarillion is very good. If you 
have read Tolkein’s finest and 
enjoyed all the Elvish names 
and lore, try The Silmarillion. 
It will grant a better 
understanding and appreciation 
of the fantasy world that he so 
meticulously crafted. Though if 
you haven’t read The Lord of the 
Rings or The Hobbit, do yourself 
a favour and start with those!
Travel back to Middle-earth with Tolkien’s bible
 ‘The Silmarillion’ book review
Benjamin Howard
Contributor
Crowded Bookshelf: The not-so-Grim Darkness
 ‘Ciaphas Cain’ book series review
Duncan Fingarson
Contributor
The Geekenders’ newest show Not the Bees! A Burlesque 
Tribute to Nicholas Cage hit the 
Rio Theatre stage on September 
2. The show’s simple plotline 
involved Nicholas Cage in Hell 
with Satan punishing him by 
forcing him to watch his movies 
for the rest of time.
Stephen Blakley performed 
as Nicholas Cage, delivering 
a hilarious, over-the-top 
impression, referring to himself 
in the third person, gyrating, 
yelling, and telling the audience 
to shut up when Nicholas Cage 
is speaking. This was tough, 
as the audience rarely stopped 
laughing during these segments.
The dances were prefaced 
by ridiculous clips from Cage’s 
films, including Con Air, 
Moonstruck, National Treasure, 
and Kick-Ass. Duo Fanny Oakley 
and Jayne Fondue performed 
dynamic dances for both Face/
Off and The Wickerman. In their 
Face/Off routine, they each stole 
the other’s Nicholas Cage and 
John Travolta face headbands 
and shot each other with water 
guns. Another highlight came 
from Geekenders’ artistic 
director Trixie Hobbitses, who 
danced a routine for The Family 
Man and covered herself in 
chocolate cake.
Throughout the night, the 
hilarious Roe Butts scampered 
around the stage in a mullet wig, 
T-shirt, and jeans, seemingly 
searching for something. She 
concluded with the final number 
in the show: her finding the 
Declaration of Independence 
and performing a dance with it 
as wings.
The show was incredibly 
sexy, entertaining, and off-
beat. Not the Bees! proves that 
Geekenders can pull off any 
parody.
Geekenders present spot-on impressions 
and parodies in ‘Not the Bees!’
 Nicholas Cage-inspired burlesque show hilarious and sexy
Lauren Kelly
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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  The silence of the lambs
  Lost tribes
And more!Features
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When asked, you would be hard-pressed to find 
two people who see eye-to-eye 
on the words they use to define 
and attach meaning to the 
word “success.” The idea of the 
American Dream is so universal 
that you don’t even have to be an 
American to achieve it. For some, 
success may mean becoming truly 
independent of their childhood 
families. For others, success isn’t a 
word in their vocabulary until they 
do something that is guaranteed 
to land them in high school 
history textbooks. For others still, 
success might mean a white picket 
fence and a family with your 
childhood sweetheart. 
There are an infinite number 
of ways to define success, whether 
they are realistically obtainable 
or not. The first thing you’ll 
learn about this late, great man 
that I am paying tribute to is his 
undeniably distinct definition of 
success: ditching his career as a 
college humanities professor for 
a lucrative career in the golden 
age of porn, followed by three 
consecutive decades of creating 
films for a genre that, prior to him, 
was incredibly stale even for its 
time. 
For those of you who 
have missed out on watching 
supernatural horror films for the 
past 30 years, the man I speak of 
is Wes Craven, the creator of the 
genre-defining horror franchises 
The Nightmare on Elm Street and 
Scream. If that is all you knew 
about Craven until right now, then 
it makes it all the more heavy on 
my heart to let you know that 
in the final week of August he 
passed away at the age of 76. You 
could argue that he died a more 
desirable death than any of his 
creations; brain cancer is awful, 
but it certainly beats the pants 
off of being branded as a child 
murderer and being burned at the 
stake for it—a fate which was met 
by the most famous abomination 
against good feelings ever dreamt, 
Elm Street’s Freddy Kruger.
Despite being the catalyst for 
an extremely impressive number 
of watchable horror flicks, you 
don’t have to go too deep into the 
filmography of Craven to be able 
to point out why he had such an 
influence on his contemporaries 
and successors. Aside from his 
many passion projects, he had 
the gargantuan thriller franchises 
A Nightmare on Elm Street and 
Scream; the success of his two 
biggest films can be attributed 
to the simple fact that he was a 
certain type of artist. He was, first 
and foremost, a film buff and 
a giant geek; however good or 
bad a movie titled Deep Throat 
looks on an aspiring film maker’s 
résumé, you have to get your foot 
in the near unbreakable door of 
show business somehow, and he 
did. Craven was a true artist—he 
owed his livelihood to his love of 
the motion picture. He gave back 
in rather unique ways, the first of 
which was 1972’s The Last House 
on the Left. The film achieved a 
more than acceptable consensus 
among film critics, which can 
be attributed to the influence of 
Italian “Giallo” films of the 60s 
and—more notably—to the then 
unprecedented amount of on 
screen violence. Although critics 
consider it one of the less notable 
films in Craven’s film canon, it 
started a momentum of horror 
scriptwriting and film-making 
that wouldn’t slow down for any 
of the generic, down-right tame 
jump scare crap that audiences 
were positively sick of by the ‘80s. 
Up until the mid-80s, Wes 
Craven lived a comfortable life 
making watchable horror films 
like The Hills Have Eyes and 
Stranger in Our House. It wasn’t 
until Elm Street, though, that he 
had, for the first time in his career, 
taken a tried and true formula 
and made it into something else, 
giving birth to what is today 
referred to as the slasher film. 
Slasher films generally focus on 
incredibly disturbing characters 
with dreadful urges to rape and 
kill everyone in the film. Scream, 
just as much a classic as Kruger’s 
seven film main series turned out 
to be, took established horror 
conventions and turned them on 
their head again. Scream was a 
horror film in the same way that 
Austin Powers was a spy movie 
and has since been hailed as a 
biting satire of Craven’s main 
genre as a whole, as well as a 
classic, well-crafted thriller. 
I can’t pour my heart onto 
this page with thoughts of his 
contributions to film as an art 
without parroting what has 
already been said and is plainly 
obvious. This man did more for 
horror films than anyone has done 
for any genre of film ever. His 
influence can be seen in modern 
times through the sheer number 
of major horror movies that are 
filled to the brim with satire.
The fact that horror films still 
exist is thanks to Wes Craven. He 
will be missed by fans of his as 
well as those who appreciate his 
near mythical influence on film as 
a medium.
 How a single brilliant mind reinvigorated, revolutionized, and redefined cinematic terror
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
The nightmarish legacy of Wesley Earl Craven
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Factory farming: the industrial process that converts 
carbohydrates to animal protein 
for mass distribution and 
consumption. If these terms 
seem too clinical, that’s because 
they lack the ethical context, 
without which the only concern 
is efficiency. Consequently, we 
must consider the methods by 
which such efficiency is achieved 
as well as the harm industrial 
agribusiness inflicts on both 
humanity and animals alike.
Since the average North 
American citizen consumes 
almost 14 ounces of meat per day, 
producing 99 per cent of all North 
American meat products—which 
factory farms do—is a tall order. 
According to the North American 
Meat Institute (NAMI), 8.6 billion 
chickens, 33.2 million cattle, 239.4 
million turkeys, 2.3 million sheep, 
and 112 million hogs were raised 
for slaughter by factory farms 
in 2013. That’s over 93 billion 
pounds of meat, consistent with 
the average rate of consumption. 
This proves that there is generally 
no surplus; the great efficiency 
of factory farms is their ability to 
distribute all of their production 
every year. 
Considering the sheer size of 
this inventory, that’s impressive. 
How do factory farms achieve 
this level of efficiency? Logically, 
the life of a livestock animal from 
birth to slaughter must be as brief 
as possible, while still allowing for 
its maximum growth potential in 
this time frame. Livestock must 
also be bred as quickly and in as 
great a quantity as is manageable, 
ensuring high population at all 
times. Expenses on feed and care 
must be minimized, and any unfit 
animals must be discarded. 
Factory farms continent-
wide have a booming clientele 
in the form of chain stores 
and fast-food distributors like 
McDonalds, Tim Hortons, Saputo, 
and many others. They are both 
the primary distributors and 
beneficiaries of animal meat 
products; they are also listed as 
partners of the National Farm 
Animal Care Council (NFACC) 
which regulates Canadian factory 
farming practices, primarily to 
promote the factory farm business 
model. The vested interest here is 
obvious, so what kind of farming 
methods does the NFACC permit?
  Consider the life of an 
average factory-farmed egg-laying 
chicken. She spends her short life 
packed inside a wire cage with up 
to 10 other chickens where each 
bird is allotted less than 8.5 by 
11 inches of space. Many go stir 
crazy from the crowding and peck 
each other to death. To avoid this, 
their beaks are clipped off—no 
anesthetic is provided, since 
that is an unnecessary expense. 
Through weeks of malnutrition, 
these chickens are kept in a 
perpetual egg-laying state. 
After a couple of years, a hen’s 
productivity slows. No longer 
useful, she is slaughtered. 
  Broiler chickens live similar 
lives, except they are bred for 
maximum breast size—most 
cannot even stand due to their 
weight. Ducks and geese are force 
fed through tubes for weeks at a 
time in order to swell their livers 
to many times their normal size, 
in order to make foie gras. Sows 
spend six months in tiny crates, 
forced to breed again and again, 
repeatedly traumatized as each 
litter is taken away from them. 
Beef cattle spend a year 
confined in barren feedlots, 
crowded shoulder-to-shoulder 
and knee-deep in their own waste, 
force-fed improper grain diets 
which are engineered solely to 
promote rapid weight gain. Like 
sows, dairy cows spend their 
entire lives in a traumatic cycle of 
pregnancy in order to stimulate 
perpetual lactation.
The newborns are treated 
most harshly. Male offspring 
of dairy cows live six weeks in 
tiny crates, fattened for veal in 
enclosures that keep them from 
even turning around. Since there 
is no market for male offspring 
of egg-laying hens, they are 
euthanized moments after they 
hatch. Piglets are castrated at 
birth without anesthetic.
All of this is done in the 
name of efficiency; it seems 
ethics and efficiency in factory 
farming co-exist only up to the 
vanishing point where greed 
meets opportunity. This method 
of farming is predicated upon 
the idea that animals exist to be 
used by humans; that they have 
no rights, cannot have rights, and 
that there is no ethical problem 
with treating them like farm 
equipment instead of sentient 
creatures that require humane 
care.
This dichotomy breeds 
considerable academic debate 
on the “personhood” of 
farm animals. Theoretically 
interesting, but often the focus 
shifts from advocating for 
ethical restrictions on industrial 
agribusiness to debating whether 
those restrictions are needed. 
Abolitionists like Tom Regan, 
an animal rights advocate, claim 
that all forms of life have equal 
and inherent value, and thus a 
right to basic humane treatment. 
Their opponents, like University 
of Michigan philosophy professor 
Carl Cohen, maintain that 
animals, lacking the ability to 
make or enforce moral claims, 
cannot have rights or obligations 
of any kind. 
Total abolition of animal 
The silence 
of the lambs
How industrial farming harms humans 
By Adam Tatelman, Staff Writer
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use is impossible. We create 
demand for meat through 
willful ignorance, but there is no 
political agenda in our apathy. 
While universal veganism would 
solve the issue, only two per 
cent of Canadians are vegan, 
and becoming so won’t improve 
any factory animal’s immediate 
circumstances. Only state-of-the-
art fast food advertising sustains 
the status quo. By all means, go 
vegan, but since most of us are 
likely to continue eating meat, 
the best we can do is to advocate 
for farm animals to be treated 
humanely before their time 
comes.
According to the Criminal 
Code of Canada, animal cruelty 
is defined as willfully causing 
“unnecessary pain, suffering, or 
injury to an animal or a bird.” 
Going by the NFACC approved 
factory farming methods, there is 
overwhelming evidence that pain, 
suffering, and injury is borne 
constantly by factory-farmed 
animals. Is it necessary? Only for 
production volume. NAMI and 
NFACC will claim this volume is 
necessary to feed humankind. In 
searching for alternative means 
of farming, we will make little 
progress with these organizations 
by arguing ethics on behalf of the 
animals.
There is, however, an 
extensive body of work 
documenting the considerable 
human costs of factory farming. 
Scientific journals like the 
American Journal of Clinical 
Nutrition have reported numerous 
clinical studies connecting red 
meat consumption with type-
2 diabetes, obesity, and heart 
disease in humans. It is, at the 
same time, the official position of 
the American Dietetic Association 
that, since all protein amino-
acids can be readily sourced 
from vegetables, nuts, seeds, or 
beans, animal protein is simply 
unnecessary in a healthy human 
diet.
So it seems the suffering 
of farm animals is unnecessary 
after all, which implies factory 
farm practice is contrary to 
the Criminal Code. Given that 
conclusion, clearly factory 
farms are committing animal 
cruelty—or would be, if they were 
obligated to follow federal law.
 But forget technicalities; 
picture your own pet in these 
awful conditions and judge if 
that’s not animal cruelty. Think 
of the millions of gallons of literal 
bull shit produced every day 
by factory farms, the untreated 
700,000 square foot manure 
pits frequently contaminating 
the meat we consume, the fact 
that factory farms generate 26 
per cent of all worldwide nitrous 
oxide emissions responsible for 
global warming, and that they 
prolifically spread airborne 
salmonella and E.coli to nearby 
communities. Look at all of this 
and judge if humans aren’t being 
harmed.
It is our apathy, our 
willingness to eat what we’re given 
that creates such a demand for 
factory-farmed meat. Every time 
we eat anything that was grown in 
a factory farm, we are consenting 
not just to unethical treatment 
of animals but to cruelty toward 
humans and planet earth alike. As 
consumers, we are all to blame. 
It’s as if we’re all walking up to the 
feed lots, bowls in hand, meekly 
crowing “Please, sir, I want some 
more.”
What to do? Consider the 
recent history of smoking in 
Canada. Health and Welfare 
Canada reports over 50 per cent of 
the Canadian population smoked 
in 1965. Following the 1964, U.S. 
Surgeon General’s report which 
indicted smoking as a primary 
cause of lung cancer, aggressive 
anti-smoking advertising 
campaigns evolved over the 
ensuing half century, funded 
largely through punitive taxation 
of tobacco products at the 
consumer level. At the same time, 
comprehensive legislative reform 
ultimately abolished all forms of 
tobacco advertising in Canada. 
Today, Statistics Canada reports 
our country’s smoking population 
is now less than 15 per cent.
Therein lies the solution: 
advertisement. Just as cigarette 
packs and points-of-sale are 
mandated to advertise tobacco 
use hazards, so too should meat 
packages and their points-of-sale 
offer images of the manure pit, 
the killing floor, and the manifest 
health hazards associated with 
meat consumption. Let every 
parent at the grocery store explain 
to their children what is being 
done to the cows on the meat 
deli’s new TV screens. When the 
human costs of factory farming 
become indisputable public 
knowledge, humanity’s self-
interest will override the pseudo-
consent of apathy.
By combining public health 
mandates, taxation policy, 
and media advertising, we can 
all pressure factory farms to 
either change their methods or 
deconstruct. If even one of the 
big distributors like McDonalds, 
for example, were to change its 
policy and “go vegan,” by popular 
demand that would be the tipping 
point. We made this problem 
together, and fixing it won’t be 
easy. Perhaps we should discuss it 
over dinner.
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News of uncontacted tribes has filtered into the press 
from time to time, but are there 
any undiscovered tribes, or is 
it purely sensational rut? The 
question springs up naturally as 
the possibility of any group or 
tribe whose existence is totally 
unknown to the rest of the world 
seems to be quite unbelievable. 
According to Rebecca 
Spooner of Survival 
International, an English 
non-profit organization that 
advocates for the rights of 
indigenous people, there are 
roughly more than a hundred 
uncontacted tribes around 
the world, mostly found in 
the Amazon and New Guinea. 
However, according to the 
Brazilian government’s likely 
more accurate count—taken 
through aerial survey and talking 
to more westernized indigenous 
groups about their neighbours—
there are 77 uncontacted tribes. 
In addition to these, there are an 
estimated 15 uncontacted tribes 
in Peru, a few in Amazonian 
countries, a couple dozen groups 
in New Guinea, and two tribes 
in the Andaman Islands off the 
coast of India. There is also 
the possibility of some groups 
scattered in Malaysia and Central 
Africa. 
Survival International labels 
uncontacted tribes as “people 
who have no peaceful contact 
with anyone in the mainstream 
or dominant society,” but 
according to Spooner, most 
of them are in contact with 
other isolated tribes, who may 
have further contact with other 
indigenous people who are in 
touch with outside world. Hence, 
whatever little contact they have 
with outside world is indirect.
According to Alex Golub, an 
anthropologist at the University 
of Hawaii at Manoa, the belief 
that isolated tribes live in 
the wilderness is a common 
misconception. He says, “Almost 
all human communities have 
been in some contact with one 
and another for as long as we 
have historical or archaeological 
records.” According to him, it is 
mainly because of the fear factor 
that they avoid any contact with 
the outside world. 
Spooner also agrees with 
the fear factor being a cause 
of avoiding contact. She says 
that many Amazonian tribes 
avoid contact because of their 
unpleasant experience with the 
outside world in the past. Glenn 
Shepard, an ethnology curator at 
Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi 
in Belém, Brazil, says, “This 
came after rubber companies 
massacred tribespeople at the 
turn of the 2oth century.” 
Survival International has 
spoken likewise, “Uncontacted 
tribes are in fact the survivors 
or survivors’ descendants of 
past atrocities. These acts—
massacres, disease epidemics, 
terrifying violence—are seared 
into their collective memory and 
contact with the outside world 
is now to be avoided at all costs.” 
Hence, they could be called 
“voluntarily isolated” rather than 
“uncontacted” according to some 
anthropologists.
 Amidst all these claims of 
them being voluntarily isolated 
due to the fear factor, recent 
emergence of isolated groups 
from forests of Peru and Brazil 
has started a fresh debate on the 
issue of whether the “no contact” 
policies of these governments 
should continue or a fresh 
beginning of “first contact”—
under controlled conditions—
be allowed and practiced as 
Amazon’s wilderness harbours 
highly vulnerable indigenous 
groups. 
Time and again, some 
indigenous tribes have been 
trying to contact the outside 
civilizations. An article in New 
Scientist published on August 22, 
2013, claimed that an indigenous 
tribe in the Peruvian Amazon, 
the Mashco-Piro had been 
trying to make contact with 
outsiders. The tribe has avoided 
contact in the past, sometimes 
even killing people they have 
encountered. The article sought 
public opinion as to what should 
be western society’s response 
to their initiative. In another 
article, published in August 
2014, Rachel Nuwer, a freelance 
science journalist, who had 
been investigating the cases 
of uncontacted people, stated, 
“On July 1, FUNAI, the Brazilian 
governmental agency in charge of 
indigenous Indian affairs, quietly 
posted a short press release on 
its website: two days earlier, 
they said, seven members of an 
isolated Indian tribe emerged 
from the Amazon and made 
peaceful contact with people in a 
village near the Peruvian border.” 
This was the first official 
contact with the tribe since 1966, 
but it didn’t startle the people, 
as local villages in Brazil’s Acre 
state had been reporting the 
presence of the tribal people in 
their territories who stole their 
crops, cattle, and metal tools. 
These people did not try to 
make contact because of their 
material needs, but because of 
fear. They had explained through 
a translator that violent attacks 
by outsiders had forced them to 
come out of the forest. There had 
been other cases of their elders 
being killed, houses burned, and 
other atrocities by illegal loggers 
and cocaine traffickers in Peru. 
These isolated people have 
a history of contact mainly 
from past exploitation or simply 
being observed aerially. The 
Brazilian government has tried 
in the ‘70s and ‘80s to establish 
a peaceful contact with isolated 
groups by setting up “attraction 
posts,” offering the groups tools 
and other things. Officials tried 
to lure them to come out of 
hiding, but the experiment was 
a fiasco as it ended in either 
violent altercations or epidemic 
breakouts, wiping out most of 
the populations.
In 1987, Sydney Possuelo, 
then head of FUNAI, decided 
that these people should not 
be contacted at all and said, 
“Isolated people do not manifest 
among us—they don’t ask 
anything of us—they mostly live 
and die without our knowledge.” 
He says that, once contacted, 
they often share the fate of 
“desecration, disease, and death.” 
Let them be uncontacted, or 
leave them to be voluntarily 
isolated.
Lost tribes
 Uncontacted or voluntarily isolated?
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 Women’s issues and the red carpet
 The ECO-nomist and tuna
 The realities of toxic shock syndrome
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Every woman has heard of toxic shock syndrome 
(TSS), or, at least, she should 
have. Unfortunately, because 
sexual education in high school 
and elementary school isn’t 
standardized, this dangerous 
and potentially fatal result of 
poor period handling goes largely 
ignored. 
When I was going through 
those awful and embarrassing 
puberty classes in grades 5–7, 
I never heard TSS mentioned 
once. Instead, I had to hear it 
from my older sisters when I 
decided to make the switch from 
sanitary napkins to tampons. 
To me, this seems like a major 
gap in education—essentially, 
you are risking young girls 
suffering extreme illness in an 
effort to avoid a public discussion 
about menstrual cycles. Does 
anyone else think that’s a little 
ridiculous?
Toxic shock syndrome is 
a build-up of bacterial toxins 
in the body. In menstruating 
women, the most common cause 
is leaving a tampon in too long. 
Because the uterine lining was 
essentially meant to “feed” a 
developing fetus, it is packed full 
of nutrients and other things 
that organisms, such as harmful 
bacteria, could use to rapidly 
reproduce. This is why the body 
needs to expel it every month, 
should pregnancy not occur. 
Toxic shock syndrome can 
be fatal. 
In fact, during the 
Renaissance, menstrual blood 
was considered poison that 
caused “hysteria” (an early 
name for “period rage”) in 
women. Expelling the blood 
was therefore necessary. This 
myth was perpetuated by the 
fact that women who inserted 
cloth or sponges into the vagina 
in order to stem the flow, would 
sometimes die. 
Most tampons carry a 
warning that they shouldn’t be 
inserted for more than eight 
hours. This was done in an effort 
to avoid TSS, though for a lot of 
brands the risk of TSS is never 
mentioned in the instruction 
manual. This is changing, 
thankfully, as the public becomes 
more outspoken about women’s 
sexual and reproductive health. 
Some brands have started 
including a section explaining 
the disease and its symptoms 
in their instruction manuals 
included in every box of 
tampons. 
Symptoms of TSS include 
high fever, low blood pressure, 
confusion, a general sense of 
discomfort or uneasiness, and 
sometimes a sunburn like rash, 
which can appear anywhere on 
the body. These symptoms can 
quickly progress, leading to coma 
and multiple organ failure—
hence why the disease can be 
fatal. 
So, how do you avoid all of 
this? Avoiding tampons with 
high absorbency, such as the 
heavy flow ones; ensuring if 
you do use them you change 
your tampon every three to five 
hours; and switching to sanitary 
napkins at night, when you 
won’t be awake to change your 
tampon within the allotted time. 
Your last option is eliminating 
tampons in general—which 
is probably the best option, in 
my opinion. Doing this doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’re stuck 
with the “diaper” of a sanitary 
napkin. DivaCups are available 
and they are similar to tampons 
in that they are inserted, but, 
because the blood doesn’t remain 
trapped in the uterus, they 
greatly reduce the risk of TSS. 
Also, DivaCups can remain in 
place for upwards of 12 hours, 
meaning you can sleep in them, 
and they’re more cost effective 
because they last for about a year. 
If you like math, that’s about $330 
a year in savings, and I’m low-
balling. 
The realities of toxic shock syndrome
 What causes it, how to avoid it, and how to recognize if you have it
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
If you’ve ever wondered where the phrase “mano y mano” 
comes from, look no further than 
the martial arts of Southeast 
Asia. Kali, now a national sport 
in the Philippines, was invented 
in the 1500’s by the peasant class 
as a means of self-defense against 
the occupying Spanish forces. 
Due to these humble origins, 
there are few written records 
of the art; kali has survived 
mostly through oral tradition. 
Today it is taught by militaries 
worldwide due to its efficiency 
and unparalleled knife defence 
training. 
 Enter Loki Jörgenson, the 
second-highest ranked kali 
instructor in Canada and founder 
of Maelstrom Martial Arts, a 
collection of Southeast Asian 
martial arts aficionados. Loki 
has studied Pekiti-Tirsia Kali 
for 20 years under world famous 
instructors like the Dog Brothers 
(Philip Gelinas and Marc Denny) 
and Dan Inosanto, the world’s 
premier kali expert and one-time 
Bruce Lee opponent in the film 
Game of Death. That is some 
impressive pedigree. 
 Given all this prestige, I was 
rather surprised when I found 
that Maelstrom shares a building 
with Aché Capoeira, a school for 
Brazilian street dance. Loki leads 
classes in the building’s garage. 
Between the hanging strike 
dummies made of tires and the 
cheap foam mats on the floor, 
the place seemed very low-rent, 
a definite contrast to Loki’s slick 
website and the dance studio on 
the floor above. For a moment, 
I wondered if I was even in the 
right place, but, sure enough, the 
instructors arrived.
 Though leery of the Fight Club 
atmosphere, I was engaged by 
the instructors’ friendly, patient, 
and professional attitude. That 
and they also let me pick up 
wooden knives in my first class. 
As opposed to most martial arts, 
kali training covers weapons 
combat before hand-to-hand 
combat. Dual and single baton 
training comes first, then knife 
training, then unarmed. All these 
forms are based on triangular 
footwork designed to move in 
and out of your opponent’s range 
during each attack. It’s actually 
dynamic and fun to practice.
 Beginners often face 
uncertainty when learning basic 
forms. Will this technique work 
if my opponent doesn’t attack 
exactly like we’ve trained? Does 
karate only work against karate? 
These are typical fears. 
 Fortunately, the mechanical 
theory behind kali is that all 
attacks—barehanded, bladed, or 
otherwise, follow similar angles. 
Thus, kali teaches students to 
cover these angles instead of 
matching defences to certain 
attacks. Since martial arts can 
become rigid when they focus on 
the latter method, the kali ideal 
of mastering angles is one I find 
appealing.
 Despite its sallow 
accommodations, I liked 
Maelstrom. The training quality 
is undeniable, and the love 
these instructors have for the 
Southeast Asian martial arts is 
inspiring. If you want to keep 
practicing, they’ll stay after class 
as long as you will. 
 Maelstrom offers training at 
341 East Broadway Street from 
Tuesday to Sunday for training in 
kali, panantukan, krabi-krabong, 
and pencak silat. You can also 
find them in Tactix Gym at 1149 
Hornby Street, where they offer 
kali  on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays.
 Maelstrom’s kali gurus teach knife defence
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle
@theotherpress.ca
Fighting Fit: Eye of the storm
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Fashion has always been a huge platform for protest. 
Despite its issues (eating 
disorders, objectification, 
manufacturing controversies, 
etc.), the industry does promote 
a lot of free thought and self-
expression. I mean, how can you 
argue with looking fantastic and 
standing up for what you believe 
in, right? This sentiment was 
epitomized during this year’s 
broadcast of the MTV Video 
Music Awards (VMAs), when 
media darlings Amber Rose 
and Blac Chyna decided to use 
their bodies as billboards for a 
cause greater than themselves—
bringing attention to slut-
shaming and cyberbullying. 
One of the greatest things 
about our generation and 
subsequent ones is that we 
have this incredible outlet and 
instructional tool: the Internet. 
We can learn about things or 
communicate with people all 
at the touch of a button, and 
as consumers we embrace this 
whole-heartedly—even going 
as far as to make the Internet 
more readily accessible with the 
advent of Wi-Fi, data plans, and 
smartphones. Nothing is out of 
reach. 
Unfortunately what this has 
done is create an entire society 
where anonymity justifies 
ignorance of common human 
decency. I cannot remember the 
last time a stranger wandered 
up to me and told me I was a 
whore, but I can remember the 
last time it happened online, 
and it was not that long ago. 
Somehow, in the development 
of the Internet community it 
became okay to shame, judge, 
insult, and threaten other people 
because they were just names 
or photos on a screen, and 
not actual people. Conversely, 
it also became okay to do all 
those things because behind 
a keyboard—there is a sense 
of anonymity that effectively 
makes you not an actual person. 
You become that name or 
avatar image, so you therefore 
do not have to take personal 
responsibility for what you 
put out into the world. I am 
not trying to lecture people 
on their behaviour online, but 
contemplating community 
toxicity on the Internet is 
probably something worth 
doing, considering it plays such 
a huge role in our daily lives. 
In order to bring attention 
to this, Amber Rose and Blac 
Chyna, urban models and exes 
of rappers Wiz Khalifa and 
Tyga, decided to don two very 
distinctive outfits for their red 
carpet appearance.
The two women each wore 
a well-tailored, beige outfit. 
Amber Rose wore a jumpsuit 
while Blac Chyna wore an 
A-line gown with a deep-V 
neckline. What made the 
outfits so eye-catching was that 
each was painted with words 
and derogatory terms that the 
women found in their Instagram 
comments. Insults such as 
“gold digger” referencing both 
women’s relationships with 
wealthy men, and “stripper” 
(both have a history as exotic 
dancers) were painted alongside 
far more standard comments 
for women on the Internet, such 
as “slut,” “whore,” and the ever 
lovely “bitch.”
When asked about their 
choice in fashion and the 
derogatory language on the 
red carpet, Blac Chyna replied 
“We’re just trying to embrace 
it,” a sentiment that Amber Rose 
seems to share in her continual 
online promotion of women’s 
rights and slut-shaming activism 
in the Los Angeles area. 
Probably the most 
disturbing thing of all was the 
pair’s absence from the VMAs 
television broadcast, despite 
the fact they were actually 
interviewed by red carpet 
host Kelly Osbourne. One 
could say that it is due to the 
offensive language used on the 
outfits, but the same words and 
derogatory terms were used 
throughout the awards show 
with no repercussions (they 
weren’t even edited or bleeped 
out in subsequent re-broadcasts 
of the show). Presenters and 
the show’s host, Miley Cyrus, 
frequently used words such as 
“whore” and “slut” for comedic 
effect, however, Amber Rose and 
Blac Chyna were never shown 
on camera. Critics of people’s 
questioning of the apparent 
censorship have claimed that the 
two’s absence is due to relevancy. 
Amber Rose and Blac Chyna are 
simply exes of musicians and are 
therefore not relevant to the pop 
culture-centric show. I assume 
that these advocates are unaware 
that both Amber Rose and Blac 
Chyna have an upcoming reality 
show that will premiere on 
MTV, yet potential screen time 
was instead devoted to people 
like Amanda Steele, a YouTube 
beauty guru who was there to 
promote CoverGirl Cosmetics. 
Given that, I think the 
message MTV is sending is 
pretty obvious. Dehumanizing 
language in regard to women is 
fine, but only when it’s funny.
 Amber Rose and Blac Chyna at the VMAs
Women’s issues and 
the red carpet
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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The burger. The American classic. Few foods have 
become more ubiquitous with the 
cheap and fast meal than a hunk 
of beef overly garnished between 
two halves of a bun. Some places, 
let’s call them “gourmet burger 
joints,” have upped the game by 
adding a wide variety of add-ons 
to the mix, but I find very few do 
it as well as Burger Heaven.
The atmosphere of the 
restaurant is tight, with tables 
placed around every corner so 
that you need to weave your 
way through the tiny dining 
area almost like it was a maze. 
The walls are covered in novelty 
licence plates, clocks, rough 
cedar lattice work, and pictures 
of happy customers from Burger 
Heaven’s long history. It’s like a 
rustic truck stop in the middle of 
New Westminster. 
The menu was cheeky. One 
of the first things I noticed was 
their “Gimme a Beer” option, 
where the server brings you a 
healthy pint of whatever they 
feel like. I lucked out with the 
Russell Cream Ale. For beer, the 
menu was very straightforward, 
no local microbrews here. This 
was made up for by the large 
selection of milkshakes, both 
regular and spiked. I tried the 
strawberry, and I was pleased to 
find it smooth, creamy, and not 
overly sweet, and there was a lot 
of it to boot. 
The portion sizes were 
very respectable. Most burgers 
worked from a basic burger and 
then built up ingredients. As 
tempting as it was to join their 
“mile high club”—a massive four 
patty burger with the works—I 
decided to go for more basic fare. 
“The insanity”—a cheeseburger 
between two grilled cheese 
sandwiches, was also intriguing, 
but I ultimately passed on it.
I started with “The Works” 
and discovered a delicious 
balance of ingredients. It was a 
good, basic burger with onion, 
pickle, mushrooms, bacon, and 
two kinds of cheese. The patty 
was soft yet charred, a perfect 
medium well with no filler or 
anything overly spiced. It ended 
up being quite the big mouthful. 
Juicy, though maybe a little heavy 
on the mayonnaise, it balanced 
well with the rustic whole wheat 
bun. By the last bite, even though 
the structural integrity of the 
burger was failing, there was still 
a surplus of delicious ingredients 
to spare. The wedges that came 
with the burger were brutally 
simple. No spice or herb, just 
chunks of hand-cut fried potato 
with a little salt, and almost a 
baked potato or hash-brown 
texture. The salad was a very 
basic mix of greens and carrots.
Next, I went exotic with the 
“Elk Burger.” It was juicy and 
savoury with sautéed onions 
and mushrooms that balanced 
out the slightly gamey elk. Wild 
game can be difficult, but this 
was absolutely amazing. Finally, 
I tried the “Teriyaki Hawaiian” 
with chicken. Salty ham and 
sweet pineapple balanced very 
well, and the chicken was tender 
and not overly spiced, letting the 
other ingredients come to the 
front. 
 Burger Heaven has a long 
history in New Westminster, and 
though it might be tempting for a 
place like that to just coast on its 
laurels, with food like this I see 
them enjoying a long, heavenly 
future. Burger Heaven can be 
found at #77 – 10th Street, New 
Westminster.
Everyone wants to save the world. It’s a common 
sentiment and there are even 
songs about it. But how can 
you save the world when you 
are rocking a pretty tight “poor 
student” budget? I mean, let’s 
be honest here, going green is 
awesome in theory, but it can 
be a little pricey. In an effort 
to do my part in raising the 
collective awareness of ecological 
conservation (in short, I’m a 
tree hugger looking for good 
karma), I’ve decided to start a 
new column that addresses how 
you can help in the conservation 
effort, without emptying out 
your wallet. 
The first step in going 
green is a pretty easy one, and it 
involves your shopping habits—
more precisely, your tuna 
shopping habits.
Tuna is a college diet staple, 
along with other cheap and easy 
foods such as ramen, macaroni, 
and beer. Canned tuna also has 
some pretty amazing health 
benefits, including improving 
your concentration, helping 
you lose weight, and providing 
much-needed calcium, which is 
especially important for women 
and athletes to ensure they 
maintain high bone density 
later in life—believe me, you’ll 
be praising the tuna gods when 
you don’t have to deal with 
osteoporosis. 
Tuna is an all-around good 
food to work into your diet, but 
how can it be green? To put it 
simply, it’s all in how the fish are 
caught.
The most widely used 
method when it comes to 
commercial tuna fishing is called 
“trawling.” It involves casting a 
large net out that is then pulled 
slowly behind several large boats. 
The problem with this method 
is it is incredibly destructive to 
the ocean environment, and 
endangers many animals besides 
tuna—sharks, seals, whales, 
dolphins, turtles, and many 
others all run the risk of getting 
caught in the net alongside the 
fish. Because damage to the catch 
and equipment can be costly, 
any unwanted intruder in the 
net is usually killed, or dies as a 
result of drowning. Now I know 
that may sound funny, but keep 
in mind that dolphins, turtles, 
whales and seals all breathe air, 
so they have to surface and the 
trawl net can be cast out for an 
entire day before it is brought in 
and inspected. Similarly, sharks 
can also drown, because some 
breeds have special types of 
gills that require them to be in 
perpetual motion and the trawl 
net moves so slowly that they 
can actually drown in a matter of 
minutes if caught in one. 
Now on to a happier topic, 
how can you help?
By buying tuna that 
specifically states it is “pole and 
line,” you ensure that you are 
not buying tuna that is fished 
using the trawling method. Pole 
and line is a reference to a more 
ecologically friendly method of 
fishing, similar to the one your 
dad might have taught you—
fishing rods, bait, endless hours 
sitting on a boat waiting for a 
nibble. This method eliminates 
the risk of catching anything 
unwanted, because the majority 
of ocean predators won’t be 
attracted to a single fish, and if 
something is caught, it can be 
safely released more easily. This 
method also eliminates the risk 
of over-fishing and is good for 
the economy because it forces 
companies to employ more 
commercial fisherman.
Now that you know the 
difference, let’s get down to the 
real question—how does all this 
affect the price?
In years past, pole and line 
tuna was up to three to four 
times more expensive than the 
more standard tuna. Nowadays, 
because of pressure from the 
public for companies to be more 
eco-friendly, pole and line tuna 
is pretty much on par price-
wise with its more destructive 
competitors. To put it into 
perspective, I went to a grocery 
store and compared them. A can 
of Ocean’s Pole & Line Flaked 
Light Tuna in Water was $1.88, 
while a can of Clover Leaf Flaked 
Light Tuna in Water was $1.38. 
So there still is a bit of a price 
difference, but Clover Leaf 
was ranked the worst canned 
fish and seafood company in 
Canada by Greenpeace for its 
lacklustre efforts towards ocean 
conservation.
 Why you might want to think more about what’s in the can
The ECO-nomist and tuna
K.P. Davis
Columnist
The Intrepid Gastronomer: Ambrosia on a bun
 A review of Burger Heaven
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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I won’t do it. I won’t spend eight hours a day, 251 days a year 
working to buy an expensive car 
or a fancy-ass watch or anything 
that I don’t need. I won’t do it to 
impress an employer, I won’t do 
it to impress friends, and I won’t 
do it to impress family. Life is so 
much more than being frivolous. 
Even if I am wealthy, I will not 
blow my paycheque on items 
that are supposed to catapult 
me to the next social class. Fuck 
that! 
Today everyone is a 
connoisseur of some sort. 
Fashion, food, drinks, and so 
on. Everybody thinks they 
are experts at something and 
therefore are encouraged—nay, 
expected—to judge it. This type 
of snobbery extends from music, 
to food, to transportation, to 
neighbourhoods. 
We have all behaved like 
snobs at one point or another. 
Most of us don’t even notice it. 
The reason is that we all have 
our own interests, and we live in 
a democracy where many around 
us don’t share those same values. 
Someone who is interested in 
beer and wine would know 
the lengthy details of how the 
drinks are produced, and which 
are “better.” Someone who is 
interested in cars would tell you 
that he or she would never go 
back to driving anything with a 
six-cylinder inline engine after 
leasing a vehicle equipped with 
a V6. Some who are interested in 
luxury handbags would tell you 
that it is so much more than a 
container for make-up products; 
it’s a statement on the social 
climate. I get it. We all have our 
things. 
Learn to tell the difference 
between good and bad of course, 
but stop yourself from trying to 
discover good from great. Great 
is not that great. Great does 
not make you happy. Great is 
meaningless luxury. Great can 
be sustenance, yes, but it is also 
wasteful. Great is a lie you tell 
yourself so that you don’t feel 
bad paying double for a bottle of 
wine or a pair of shoes or a meal. 
Having a palette for good 
things and appreciating them is 
much healthier than constantly 
demanding the finest. You 
deserve to be happy, but if 
happiness is having the best 
things in the world, you are just 
getting ripped off, my friend. 
“Don’t be pressured into 
doing something you don’t want 
to do.” I feel like an elementary 
teacher told me this, but it 
was probably some television 
PSA I saw. Nevertheless, that 
statement stuck with me. But I 
don’t live by it. I do many things 
that I don’t want to do. I don’t 
like cleaning, but I do it. I don’t 
like waiting in long line-ups, but 
I wait. I don’t like paying taxes, 
but I have to. That’s just life. 
However, what I can control is 
what I want to spend my money 
on and I don’t have to spend it 
on what you want me to spend 
it on.
The sexual revolution movement of the 1960s 
was meant to break the social 
norms that pressured women 
to act, dress, and play certain 
roles within society. It led 
to the eradication of laws 
against contraceptives and 
abortion, and encouraged 
women to “dress to express” 
rather than “dress to impress.” 
Over the past few decades, the 
sexualization of women in the 
media has become increasingly 
prevalent. We’re constantly 
surrounded with images of the 
female form on newsstands, in 
advertisements, music videos, 
movies, etc. But is this form of 
representation objectification or 
empowerment? 
There are three crucial 
factors to this argument: 
the gendered nature of what 
society considers to be “sexy,” 
the difference between 
objectification and self-
objectification, and finally, 
the societal effects of the 
hypersexualization of women 
in the media regardless of the 
intentions of the media and the 
women involved. 
Expanding on the first 
point, the most evident example 
can be found in fashion 
magazines. Generally men 
in these magazines are seen 
wearing layers upon layers of 
clothing while the majority 
of the women are posing 
suggestively, half-naked—
in the same magazine! But 
magazines are simply catering 
to what society deems to be 
entertaining. 
One’s clothes are an 
imperative form of self-
expression. A suit, for 
example, often exemplifies 
professionalism, power, and 
authority. So why is it that a 
man in a suit can be perceived 
to be powerful and sexy, while 
a woman in a pants suit is more 
likely to be perceived as uptight 
and conservative? It says a lot 
about a society when its people 
would rather see women half-
naked in a state of vulnerability 
rather than dressed to exude 
authority and power. 
The crucial factor 
between objectification and 
empowerment in the media is 
who has power and control over 
the expression of a woman’s 
sexuality. For instance, most 
models find it hard to get a job 
without signing some sort of a 
nudity waiver. Women in this 
situation are left powerless, 
and have no choice but to 
comply with the demands 
of the modeling industry. 
Sexualization under these 
circumstances correlates to 
objectification. 
However, suppose an 
artist chooses to make nudity, 
provocativeness, or vulnerability 
a part of her act in order to 
authentically express creativity. 
Since the woman in this case 
has complete control over what 
she does with her body, this 
is self-objectification. Making 
this distinction is absolutely 
imperative. Self-objectification 
allows women to take control of 
their bodies and express their 
sexuality however they please; 
objectification leaves them no 
choice but to do so. 
It’s important to note here 
that nudity in all its forms does 
not necessarily correlate to 
objectification, regardless of 
who holds the power. Viewers 
can easily identify when media 
is trying to sell them sex and 
when nudity is trying to aid 
creativity or plot. But since it’s 
unlikely that the viewers are 
informed of the circumstances 
behind the content they are 
viewing, the significance 
of making the distinction 
between objectification 
and self-objectification 
deteriorates. So the effects of the 
hypersexualization of women 
in the media are very similar 
regardless of the intensions, 
ideologies, and circumstances 
surrounding the content.  
The hypersexualization 
of women degrades them to 
objects of sex rather than 
intellectual beings capable of 
leading, inventing, innovating, 
revolutionizing, and so much 
more. It has a significant impact 
on the formation of a young 
girl’s aspirations, identity, and 
sense of self. The American 
Psychological Association linked 
sexualization of young women 
to a variety of mental problems. 
There are notes of empowerment 
in both modesty and sexual 
liberation even though they’re 
polar opposites. That said, there 
is nothing liberating about the 
way the media portrays women 
across all its platforms. In fact, 
one could say that it’s pressuring 
women to act, dress, and play 
certain roles with society. Sound 
familiar?
 Objectification versus empowerment
Sexualization of women in the media 
 Don’t be pressured to purchase by the snobby world around you
The gravel is always grayer
Aleeze Asif
Contributor
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions
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Life can sometimes feel incredibly overwhelming. 
With the ubiquity of 
smartphones we are expected 
to be on the clock while off 
the clock. In addition, many 
millennials are going to school 
while working purely out of 
necessity. To be at your optimum 
mental state every waking hour 
is an entirely absurd concept. 
The paintings of Salvador Dali 
are more grounded in reality 
than the possibility of the 
existence of people out there 
with an infinite capacity for 
empathy. 
None of this, of course, 
justifies taking out your anger 
and frustration on a fellow 
human being who is being paid 
minimum wage to act like the 
customer—that’s you, dumb-
ass—is always right. 
But before I, for the billionth 
time, go into my downright 
misanthropic opinions on the 
average Johnny Canuck, why 
don’t I talk about something 
that you would quite literally 
have had to live under a rock to 
miss, the recent storm and the 
subsequent power outages.
Starting from around 
the time TransLink dared 
ask for a bit more money to 
improve transportation in our 
congested region, it’s become 
super fashionable to direct 
your anger at one part of the 
public sector or another when, 
even for the briefest moment, 
the infrastructure of your city 
fails you. BC Hydro has been 
doing everything they can to 
remedy a situation that was an 
unfortunate act of God. I know 
a few fellas way up North in the 
BC boonies who had their asses 
out of bed at the crack of dawn 
and were on site in the Lower 
Mainland by brunch to help 
get Netflix back up for you, so 
there’s no use at all in getting all 
uppity and frustrated with those 
whose sole job is to provide an 
essential service. Shit happens, 
and BC Hydro undoubtedly was 
clutch with the Coquitlam-sized 
poop scoops.
I can’t say I feel too much 
for the guy who runs the 
BC Hydro Twitter account 
compared to, say, a 20-year-old 
woman who sells cigarettes 
and lottery tickets from behind 
the counter at a grocery 
store. Speaking as a smoker, 
sometimes it’s expected for 
people to be bummed out when 
their brand isn’t in or flustered 
when asked for ID. But taking it 
out on the person working their 
damnedest to provide you with 
a service? A service which, by 
the way, is absolutely nothing 
more than a privilege? I find 
the number of old, entitled, 
receipt-less people that go into 
my girlfriend’s place of work 
and end up hurling irrational 
abuse at her for something out 
of her control to be behaving 
entirely unacceptably, and this 
is unbecoming of a socially 
adjusted grown-up.
I’m the first to acknowledge 
that humans aren’t infallible, 
and that we can act like 
genuine pricks under certain 
circumstances. But next time 
you’re waiting in the express 
lane at the grocer and you’re 
stuck behind a Betty-White type 
counting her nickels, dimes, and 
coupons for minutes on end, go 
ahead and be frustrated. But 
don’t take it out on the little 
guys. An offhand comment 
under your breath about the 
crappy job the cart jockey just 
did helping you get on your way 
can potentially ruin some poor 
worker’s day.
Bill and Ted said it best: “Be 
excellent to each other.” Even 
when you don’t feel so excellent 
yourself.
 Don’t let your daily frustrations get in the way of being excellent to your fellow man
The importance of shedding your sense of entitlement
With the federal election looming, all eyes are on 
the current and long-time Prime 
Minister of Canada, Stephen 
Harper. However, the attention 
that Harper is receiving is 
hardly positive. 
In July 2014, former 
Conservative senator Mike 
Duffy was charged with 31 
offences including fraud, breach 
of trust, and bribery. At the 
centre of the scandal were none 
other than the Prime Minister 
himself and his former right-
hand man, former chief of staff 
Nigel Wright. 
The whole scandal erupted 
in 2013, when it became public 
knowledge that Duffy had 
falsely claimed over $90,000 
in expenses. Later that year, it 
was also revealed that Wright 
allegedly wrote a cheque of 
$90,000 to cover for Duffy. 
Shortly after the allegations, 
Wright stepped down from his 
position, and Harper denied 
ever knowing of a cheque. 
The real question? Was 
Harper lying? Did he actually 
know about the $90,000 
cheque? Earlier this month, 
Wright was called upon to 
testify in court for the trial of 
Duffy. It was revealed through 
several emails that Harper was 
aware of a plan to have Duffy 
pay back the original amount of 
$32,000 and apologize. However, 
it would appear that he was not 
informed of the full extent of 
the plan, which was to cover the 
original amount secretly using 
Conservative Party funding, 
as long as it seemed like Duffy 
himself was repaying the money 
and admitted to the mistakes in 
claiming of expenses.    
Nevertheless, the plan 
seemingly fell through when it 
was revealed that the amount 
was over $90,000. When 
questioned in court about why 
he still went through with the 
plan, even though the grounds 
had changed, Wright only 
had this to say:  “[I had] an 
obligation to fulfill my end of 
the arrangement [with Duffy].” 
He also claimed that Harper 
had no knowledge that he was 
still following through with 
the plan, albeit out of his own 
pocket. 
So did Wright lie to Harper 
to protect Duffy? In his recent 
court statement Wright said, “I 
don’t think I lied to the Prime 
Minister… I just felt it wasn’t 
on my list of things I needed to 
check with him.”
A payment of even the 
original amount of $32,000, 
made secretly through the 
Conservative Party, should 
have at least been clarified with 
the head of the party or other 
major members of the party. 
So how could it be that no one 
else knew, not even Harper, the 
leader of the party? 
Wright claims he acted 
alone. He claims that not 
even Ray Novak, the man who 
succeeded him, knew about the 
cheque, even though there was 
undisputable evidence that they 
were both in a conference call 
when the cheque was discussed. 
There was also an email sent to 
Novak by Wright confirming 
that he would be sending a 
cheque. 
But who could he be 
protecting by lying about the 
cheque? Is it Duffy, the accused? 
Or is it his successor, Novak? All 
fingers point to a greater figure 
in the background. 
In recent polling, it has 
been proven that Harper has 
already lost the faith of the 
people. Many no longer believe 
his vague promises of economic 
regrowth. Now with this 
scandal, many just want the 
truth. Just tell us the truth, Mr. 
Harper. No more lies, no more 
running. Give Canadians what 
we deserve as citizens and as 
human beings. Tell us the truth, 
Mr. Harper. 
 It’s time for the truth, Mr. Harper
Harping on Harper’s lies
Davie Wong
Contributor
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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According to Donald Trump—billionaire, long-
time television personality, and 
more recently, Republican Party 
frontrunner—America has an 
illegal immigrant problem. To 
be more specific, Trump believes 
that the Mexican government is 
the one to blame for America’s 
illegal immigrant problem.
In an interview with 
NBC, he said, “The Mexican 
government forces many bad 
people into [America] because 
they’re smart.” So how does 
Trump plan to stop this? 
He plans to build a wall 
across the southern border of 
the United States. “The Great 
Wall of Trump,” as many critics 
have called it, is expected to 
span the entire US-Mexican 
border. That is nearly 2000 miles 
(nearly 3220km) of building 
material and labour costs. 
Trump believes that “building 
a wall is easy, and it can be 
done inexpensively,” but the 
reality is that the wall has been 
estimated to cost around $6.4 
billion. For the already heavily-
in-debt economy of the United 
States ($18 trillion since April of 
2015), $6.4 billion is hardly an 
inexpensive number.
He also plans to deport 
all illegal immigrants back to 
their countries of origin. Many 
have criticized that Trump’s 
plan would tear families apart 
and would be inhumane. His 
response to that was, “We have 
to keep the families together, 
but they have to go.” That 
being said, deporting millions 
of families can’t be cheap. 
Experts have estimated that it 
will cost somewhere between 
$400 and $600 billion to deport 
an estimated 11 million people 
without proper documentation 
over the course of 20 years. That 
11 million people make up 6.4 
per cent of US workers.
 Where will this money 
come from? Well, Trump seems 
to believe that he can make 
the Mexican government pay 
for it. In his recently published 
policy paper on immigration 
reform, he states that Mexico, 
“must pay for the wall and, until 
they do, the United States will, 
among other things: impound 
all remittance payments derived 
from illegal wages; increase fees 
on all temporary visas issued to 
Mexican CEOs and diplomats 
(and if necessary cancel them); 
increase fees on all border 
crossing cards… increase fees 
on all NAFTA worker visas from 
Mexico… and increase fees at 
ports of entry to the United 
States from Mexico…”
To make the Mexican 
government pay, Trump will take 
it out on their citizens. It is as 
twisted as it sounds.
But will it work? In 2006, 
President George W. Bush signed 
into law, the Secure Fence Act. 
This Act was supposed to help 
curb illegal immigration by 
authorizing the construction 
of fencing, barriers, and 
checkpoints. In reality, the fence 
is still incomplete to this day 
because of lack of funding from 
Congress. If Trump gets his wish 
and the bill for the building of a 
wall along the southern border 
is passed, it’s unlikely that 
construction along the entire 
border will ever be finished 
due to the mammoth scale of 
the project and the amount of 
funding it would take. 
Is it worth it? Trump seems 
to believe so. However, he fails 
to recognize that since 2007, 
more people are leaving America 
to go to Mexico than coming to 
America from Mexico. Under the 
Obama Administration, illegal 
immigration has been curbed 
down to a level never before 
thought possible. Has it been 
completely stopped? No, but for 
the first time, it’s moving in a 
downward trend. 
Trump wants to split 
millions of families apart 
and set America even further 
behind economically, all for an 
immigration problem that has 
already been fixed.
Cecil the lion, the drowned Syrian boy, and even Kony 
2012: it seems as though social 
media today is a place where 
we air our grievances. Yet, after 
we’ve blown enough hot air at 
a topic, we move on to the next 
one. Social media is a great 
place to gain an audience, but it 
seems as though awareness is as 
effective as a like button. 
There is so much misguided 
information f loating around 
the Internet today that we 
aren’t solving critical problems 
intelligently; we prefer a mob 
mentality. After the death of 
Cecil the lion, the online world 
became outraged by the act of 
trophy hunting—and in a way, 
all hunting in general. With 
obvious nearsighted Western 
thinking, many couldn’t see 
the positive side to controlled 
hunting, hunting as a way to 
sustain national parks and 
control the population of 
potentially dangerous or pesky 
animals. Instead of educating 
themselves, we publicly 
demanded the head of a 
Minnesota dentist. It’s this type 
of thinking that makes many 
appear hypocritical. 
Social media as a vessel to 
bring awareness to the masses 
has created an audience of self-
righteous pundits that happily 
add to the noise, but do little to 
end it. 
Pointing the lens at an 
overlooked crisis, social media 
decided to over-share the 
image of a drowned Syrian boy 
washed on a Turkish shore. 
It’s obviously a terrible sight, 
especially slotted in between 
newsfeed favourites: vacation 
pictures, selfies, and images 
of food. Many weren’t only 
outraged by the migrant crisis 
in Europe, but also by the fact 
that social media is now the 
platform people use to upset, 
guilt, and shame. 
Yes, we are all nodding 
our head saying that what has 
happened is awful, but there is 
so much horror in the world, 
why share it with our morning 
cup of coffee? Why create 
activists out of people who are 
clearly only capable of being 
idle? Why shove it down our 
throats? 
I’m not a proponent of 
censorship, but I am a strong 
supporter of context. So many 
people who’ve seen the dead 
Syrian boy are oblivious to 
the current crisis. They see a 
dead toddler and they react 
without thinking. Blinded by 
rage, all they are able to do is 
condemn whatever wrongdoing 
is taking place in the world. 
This is our crisis. This is a 
problem. The world of social 
media has become so easily 
manipulated that we are now 
zombies to whatever power of 
persuasion the networks want 
to use against us. People are 
reading misinformation sourced 
by other misinformation, and 
that leads to a vicious cycle of 
misguided points-of-view. We 
don’t know what we’re talking 
about, and, when we do, we 
have no way of acting, no 
solution, just stealth-shaming 
others.  
There needs to be a change 
in the way we consume and 
discuss content and crisis 
online. Is a comment thread the 
best way to have an intelligent 
discourse? I don’t think so; I 
think it’s more of a toilet bowl 
we are all vomiting into. 
 Why building walls won’t help with illegal immigration
 How social media creates a vortex of outrage with no solution
Trumping the immigration issue
Dislike button
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   Student soars to popularity after orientation name game
   Small names, big sales
   Vanpocalypse 3.0—the leading theories
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First year Douglas College student Frank Reshman was 
pleasantly surprised and a little 
overwhelmed during his first day 
of classes. 
His Psychology 1100 
professor, Jonathan Loque, had 
strategically incorporated a 
“getting to know your classmates” 
game into the beginning of 
his class, creating everlasting 
friendships out of what once were 
mere strangers. 
“It was crazy,” Frank said 
during his lunch break, shortly 
after his first few classes. “We 
played two truths and a lie. My 
two truths were that I liked music 
and played sports, and my lie was 
that I didn’t love adventuring. I 
couldn’t believe how many other 
people also liked music!” In fact, 
it was only moments after his 
turn at the game that he was 
bombarded by Facebook friend 
requests, Twitter followers, and a 
few perfume-sprayed notes. 
Unfortunately we could not 
get any more time with Frank, as 
one of his new girlfriends dragged 
him away to go to “some party,” 
so we caught up with a few of his 
classmates. 
“That Frank, he’s such a 
hoot!” classmate Chad Roxton 
explained. “I hear he’s really good 
at sports. Hopefully I get assigned 
to be in a work group with him 
sometime this semester. I just 
knew his lie was that he didn’t 
love adventuring because he just 
seems like such an adventurer. 
I’m sure he’s got a great Instagram 
account. I’ll have to follow him 
ASAP.”
“Frank is such a cutie,” Sarah 
Banks told us. “It’s too bad Jessica 
asked him out first—he’s got such 
a great sense of humour. I love 
a guy that is into music, it just 
gives him such depth, you know?” 
Evidently, the orientation game 
also worked out well for Sarah, as 
she had recently made plans to 
get matching anchor tattoos with 
a few of her new BFFLs. 
We discussed the reasoning 
behind the game with Professor 
Loque. 
“Well, all of these kids are scared 
shitless to be here. They will 
literally cling onto any sort of 
relevance they have with anyone 
else, and this game gives each 
of them a chance to create those 
pseudo-friends. Eventually they 
will settle in and find people who 
actually share similar, deeper 
interest with them, but until 
then, it is nice for them to have 
someone to go sit in the cafeteria 
with rather looking like a total 
Steven Glansburg […] and it’s 
great because it takes up time 
during the first day, so I don’t 
actually have to do anything. 
I’m still pretty hungover from 
summer.”
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The world was shocked at the outstanding victory of 
Donald Tump in this year’s USA 
presidential election.
Tump swept the states as 
an independent, acquiring the 
majority in all electoral districts. 
Surprisingly, Tump managed to 
sway Alaska and Hawaii, even 
after calling them “a nobody,” 
and “a dumb handful of rocks,” 
respectively. Both California and 
Texas were the only states to 
somewhat hold out on America’s 
new leader, although were 
swayed by Tump’s vague one-
year action plan to “Put America 
Back on Top.”
The American courts and 
jail systems are now overflowing 
with cases and new inmates, as 
President Tump has illegalized 
female menstruation, being 
mean to his Twitter account, and 
foreign accents. 
“We are going to build a 
wall,” President Tump stated 
in his first few hours in office, 
drawing up blueprints for a wall 
of solid metal that would stretch 
across the America-Mexico 
border from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
Tump was surprised, 
however, to learn that a wall was 
already being constructed along 
the borderline by the Mexican 
government. This was Phase 
One of Operation Quarantine, 
a set of procedures concocted 
by various world leaders in the 
event that Donald Tump became 
president.
To the north, Canada had 
completed a wall as well; a 700 
foot tall structure made entirely 
of ice. Thousands of Mounties, 
given midnight-black outfits, 
have been charged with the 
defence from their southern 
neighbours. 
“The US is dark and full 
of terrors,” Captain of the Wall 
Ron Low said regarding the 
necessity of the newly completed 
structure. “There’s no knowing 
what new evils will come forth 
out of that Tump-led abyss.” 
Across the pond, England, 
Germany, and various other 
European countries have since 
banded together to recreate the 
Atlantic Wall, revamping various 
defensive structures that have 
not seen operation since World 
War II. 
Japan took lead of defence 
on the Pacific side of the newly 
deemed “Most Dangerous 
Country in the World” by 
creating massive robots that 
will emerge out of the ocean 
to defend from attacks at a 
moment’s notice. 
Shortly after Donald Tump 
won his presidency, Hillary 
Clintons and Jeb Brush were 
pitted against one another in 
a Tump-orchestrated game of 
Scene It? The Apprentice Edition, 
with the winner earning the 
position of vice president. 
When asked about his foreign 
policies, and whether he was 
concerned about the trade wall 
all other nations had recently 
placed on America, or about 
the literal wall that was being 
constructed around his nation, 
Tump merely responded, 
“Whatever, they’re a bunch of 
losers anyway.”
 Walls begin construction during his first day in office
Donald Tump wins presidency
 Two truths and a lie equals huge success
Student soars to popularity after 
orientation name game
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So, this Tommy Mulcare character thinks he is suited to run this country? 
He’s no fresh face; he’s been in the Canadian Government since 1994, and that 
amount of dedication and experience in governing our country is a BAD thing to 
have in a prime minister. 
In fact, he is what you could call a “career politician.” Do we really want one of 
THOSE in charge of our country? Someone with the nerve to make a career out of 
being a politician? I sure hope not. 
Tommy Mulcare began his political career as a Liberal, and in the 20 years since 
then he has shifted his political views somewhat to the left. I don’t know if I can trust 
a politician that is willing to change his opinion on things, no matter what worldly 
changes, personal growth, or educated re-evaluations he/she may ever go through. 
It just doesn’t add up! 
Did you know that a disgraced mayor once offered him an envelope full of cash that 
he didn’t accept? I don’t know if I can trust the type of person that would be offered 
things by disgraced mayors, even if he didn’t actually do anything himself that 
would be considered immoral. 
Do you hate pipelines, and believe that they will spill and destroy our precious 
ecosystem? Tommy Mulcare doesn’t believe we should completely condemn 
any possibility of pipelines in our country. In fact, he is all for two of the four major 
pipeline projects!
Do you love our economy and believe that oil and natural gas are precious 
resources that we should use to boost our power and influence in this competitive 
world? 
Tommy Mulcare seems to think the complete opposite! That hippie thinks our cars 
will run on goodwill alone, and he even goes so far as to oppose two of the four 
major pipeline projects!
Since 2007, his party, the NDPs, have had MPs who have done some pretty bad 
things. We, the Sarcastative Party of Canada, are implying that the designated 
leader of a political party should be held accountable for MPs of said party 
behaving badly. Or at least for all parties other than our own! 
Tommy Mulcare, a career politician we, the working class, mixed gender, middle to 
senior aged people CAN’T AFFORD!
Another faker lying to Canada
Tommy MulCAN’T 
lead this country
Chandler Walter, Humour Editor
This ad was created and paid for by the Sarcastative Political Party of Canada and 
in no way represents the beliefs of this newspaper. 
As a group of student journalists, we here at the 
Other Press are dedicated, first 
and foremost, to bringing you 
the truth about what is going on 
in your world. 
From opening your eyes to 
just how few people believe in 
global warming, to bringing you 
the exclusive story, photos, and 
hard facts proving that Justin 
Trudeau is actually a hoofed 
and horned vessel for Satan—
crown Prince of Darkness—our 
thorough investigative work 
is the main attribute we pride 
ourselves on as journalists.
But sometimes—particularly 
after a summer such as this, 
in which the wrath of Mother 
Nature all but brought us back 
to the Stone Age twice—we feel 
like throwing on our speculation 
caps. These are what we consider 
to be the leading theories for 
the next massive event that is 
going to throw our city into a fit 
of chaos unlike anything you will 
ever see (assuming, of course, 
that we don’t make it to Game 7 
and muck it all up... again).
1. Power outage 
completely shuts down the 
streetlight grid in the Lower 
Mainland 
When the great storm of ‘15 
hit us not too long ago, we got a 
taste of what an experience like 
this might be on a block-to-block 
basis, and it’s not pretty. I don’t 
mean Rocky Dennis not pretty, I 
mean “kittens being drowned in 
oil” not pretty. 
Being totally realistic, it’s 
fair to say no one in Vancouver 
was taught by anyone how to 
function at a major intersection 
that is out of power temporarily. 
If you don’t know what I’m 
speaking of then you’re probably 
the guy that holds everyone 
up because he didn’t pay any 
attention in driving school.
2. Shortage of Kale Chips 
Lord knows a true red-
blooded Vancouverite gets 
his Netflix munchies from 
his community street garden, 
centralized in a location 
guaranteed to be passed by at 
least 80 per cent of the city’s 
10-speed bicycle riders. 
How exactly something this 
cataclysmic might go down, 
I can’t say; I think the best 
thing we can do is not get into 
any wars. All it takes to turn 
Vancouver into a place where the 
majority of people are rabidly 
hungry is a big pile of DDT 
dropped over East Van.
3. Lululemon goes out of 
business 
Aside from blatantly sending 
plus-sized women right back out 
the door from where they came, 
good ol’ Chip Wilson hasn’t really 
messed up too much in the past 
while. That said, Lululemon 
going out of business would 
cause an estimated 90 per cent 
of Vancouverites to immediately 
switch to a wardrobe entirely 
based on the Robert Munsch 
book, The Paper Bag Princess. 
Lululemon is a blessing 
and a curse, and its existence or 
non-existence is the difference 
between keeping our place 
among the world’s worst dressed 
cities, and losing pretty much the 
only thing that makes the City of 
Vancouver any more a dot on the 
map than Agassiz. 
 Speculation on the many different ways our city can end up in disarray
Vanpocalypse 3.0—the leading theories
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
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Today, Iron Galaxy Studios spokesperson Howe 
Dewey Cheatem announced 
the game developer’s latest 
project—a tournament fighter 
entitled Warrior Obscurus. The 
game’s primary selling point 
is its unique character roster, 
painstakingly compiled from a 
list of nostalgic fan favorites like 
Bubsy the Bobcat, Gex the Gecko, 
Earthworm Jim, and the spaceship 
from Galaga.
“You wouldn’t believe the 
legal wrangling we had to go 
through to get the licenses to 
some of these characters,” said 
Cheatem. “We never thought 
Atari would fight that hard to hold 
onto Q*bert.” Despite the massive 
cost of acquiring these characters, 
Cheatem remains confident that 
IG’s target demographic will 
generate a profit. “We’ve already 
got DLC planned for Professor 
Layton and Cooking Mama. We’ve 
got the casual gaming market 
cornered!”
Despite the sure appeal of 
such iconic faces, early testers 
claim that Iron Galaxy doesn’t 
have the experience to make their 
own fighting game. “Nonsense!” 
Cheatem replied. “We’ve got lots 
of experience. We made Divekick 
for God’s sake! Half the games 
we’ve worked on are fighting 
games.” When detractors pointed 
out that most of those games 
were remakes like Darkstalkers 
Resurrection and Street Fighter III: 
3rd Strike Online Edition, Cheatem 
insisted that Iron Galaxy’s sterling 
work on the PC port of Batman: 
Arkham Knight should speak for 
itself.
Amid the sudden flurry of 
raw tomatoes from the crowd, 
Cheatem remained diplomatic. 
“Here at Iron Galaxy Studios, we 
love tournament fighters. In fact, 
the only thing we love more is 
turning those games into massive 
revenue projects. That’s why we 
got in on Double Helix’s Killer 
Instinct project. I mean, charging 
gamers for each individual 
character and then releasing them 
all in a retail collection for full 
price? You can’t beat that idea.”
Concluding the briefest 
advertising phase of any product 
in history, Warrior Obscurus 
will be available on Steam (and 
nowhere else) next week, starting 
at a reasonable $79.99 for the 
beginner’s pack and $29.99 
for each additional character. 
Cheatem was non-committal 
about a possible retail release. “If 
the Steam version does well, we’ll 
consider it.”
 Iron galaxy studios announces new IP
Small names, big sales
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
by David Manky, Contributor

